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PREFACE 


The Food Stamp Program has undergone major changes due to the passage of the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA). This legislation. 
enacted August 22, 1996, makes the following significant modifications to the FSP: 


¢ Most legal permanent resident aliens are disqualified from the FSP 


¢ Most able-bodied, non-working, childless adults are limited to three months of FSP 
benefits in any 36-month period 


¢ The maximum food stamp benefit is reduced from 103 percent to 100 percent of the 
Thrifty Food Plan 


e The standard deduction is frozen at fiscal year 1996 levels indefinitely 


¢ New shelter deduction caps are established for fiscal years 1997 through 2001, and the cap 
is frozen at fiscal year 2001 levels in subsequent years 


Because almost all of these changes were not in effect in fiscal year 1996, they are not reflected in this 
report. Specifically, FSP participation counts include individuals who were participants in fiscal year 
1996 but would be disqualified under PRWORA, and discussions of program eligibility and benefit 
computation rules refer to the status of these rules in fiscal year 1996. Future reports in this series will 
incorporate descriptions of the PRWORA rules as they are implemented. ! 


'A summary of PRWORA provisions that affect the FSP is available from the Food and Nutrition 
Service World Wide Web site. For more details on how the alien and able-bodied provisions of 
PRWORA affect the FSP, consult Characteristics of Childless Unemployed Adult and Legal 
Immigrant Food Stamp Participants: Fiscal Year 1995. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Consumer Service, Office of Analysis and Evaluation; 1997. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


The Food Stamp Program (FSP) provides millions of Americans with the means to purchase food 
for a nutritious diet. The FSP is the largest of the 15 domestic food and nutrition assistance 
programs administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS). 
In an average month in fiscal year 1996, the FSP served approximately 25.5 million people.'! This 
report presents the characteristics of food stamp households nationwide in fiscal year 1996 (October 
1995 to September 1996) based on FSP household data for that period collected by FNS for quality 
control purposes. 


FSP Participation and Costs 


In an average month of fiscal year 1996 the FSP provided benefits to 25.4 million people living in 
10.5 million households across the United States. The total cost for the program over fiscal year 
1995 was $24.3 billion, $22.4 billion of which were for food stamp benefits. The average monthly 
food stamp benefit per household in fiscal year 1996 was $174. Compared with fiscal year 1996, 
the level of FSP participation decreased by 4 percent, and FSP benefit costs decreased less than one 
percent. 


Characteristics of Food Stamp Households and Participants 


In fiscal year 1996 slightly over half of all food stamp participants were children, 42 percent were 
nonelderly adults, and 7 percent were elderly people. About 64 percent of the children were school 
age, and more than two-thirds of the adults were women. 


More than 90 percent of food stamp households lived in poverty, according to the fiscal year 1996 
federal poverty guidelines issued by the Department of Health and Human Services (see Appendix 
D). Food stamp benefits were concentrated among poorer households: while the gross income of 
41 percent of all food stamp households was less than or equal to half of the poverty guideline, they 
received 57 percent of all benefits. If the value of food stamps is included as income, 6 percent of 
all food stamp households moved above the poverty guideline as a result of receiving food stamps, 
and 23 percent moved from below to above half of the poverty guideline. 


Of all food stamp households, 85 percent contained either a child or an elderly or disabled person, 
and these households received 90 percent of all benefits. Households with children received a 
relatively large average monthly food stamp benefit ($237), reflecting their relatively large average 


'The figure 25.5 million people is based on FNS administrative records. The participant count 
of 25.9 million cited later in the report and the other figures provided throughout the report are 
estimates from the Food Stamp Quality Control sample. For an explanation of the difference in the 
counts see Appendix G. 
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household size (3.3 people. compared with 2.5 people on average overall). Most of the food stamp 
households with children were single-parent households. and the majority of these single-parent 
households received support from Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC). About 32 
percent of food stamp households with children had earned income: 25 percent of single-parent 
households and 53 percent of multiple-adult households with children had earnings. 


More than three-quarters (76 percent) of food stamp households with an elderly member consisted 
of an elderly person living alone. These individuals received an average benefit of $49. The average 
food stamp benefit for all households containing an elderly person was $68. reflecting their smaller- 
than-average household size. 
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 


The Food Stamp Program (FSP) is a central component of America’s antipoverty program. The major 
purpose of the FSP is “to permit low-income households to obtain a more nutritious diet . . . by 
increasing their purchasing power” (The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended. P.L. 95-113). The FSP 
is the largest of the domestic food and nutrition assistance programs administered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS). During fiscal year 1996 the FSP 
served approximately 25.4 million people in an average month at a total cost of $24.3 billion. 


The FSP is the only low-income assistance program available nationwide to essentially all financially 
needy households and it imposes few nonfinancial categorical criteria. The FSP is also unique in that 
it provides benefits through coupons or electronically. Food stamp benefits can be redeemed for food 
in more than 200,000 authorized stores across the nation. 


Federal, state and local governments share the costs and administration of the FSP. Congress 
authorizes the FSP and appropriates necessary funds, while the Department of Agriculture establishes 
FSP regulations under the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended. FNS administers the FSP nationally, 
while State and local welfare agencies operate the program locally. The federal government fully 
funds the benefits of the FSP. Administrative costs are shared by the cooperating agencies, with FNS 
usually paying 50 percent of the costs. 


Since food stamps are available to most people who meet the income and resource standards set by 
Congress, the FSP serves a broad spectrum of needy people. Using FSP household data, which FNS 
periodically collects for quality control review purposes, FNS produces a series of reports (see 
Appendix J for a list of titles) to enhance understanding. of those served by the program. This report 
presents a picture of households and individuals participating in the FSP in fiscal year 1996.! 


Chapter 2 provides an overview of the FSP and the regulations used to determine eligibility and food 
stamp benefits, as well as the factors that affect program participation and costs, such as legislative 
changes and trends in the national economy. Chapter 3 describes the characteristics of individuals and 
households participating in the FSP in fiscal year 1996. The appendices include supplemental tables, 
detailed tabulations of household characteristics for the nation and by state, and a brief description of 
the sample design and the sampling error associated with the estimates. 


'Prior to the fiscal year 1995 report, reports in this series did not concentrate on the full fiscal year. 
Rather, reports were based on a subset of the year, such as the summer months. 
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CHAPTER 2: AN OVERVIEW OF THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 


The characteristics of food stamp households and the level of FSP participation change over time in 
response to economic and demographic trends and to legislative changes in eligibility requirements. 
This chapter begins by explaining FSP eligibility requirements, application procedures. benefit 
computation, and food stamp issuance. The chapter then describes how the program changed from 
fiscal year 1995 to fiscal year 1996 and concludes with a summary of program participation and costs 
and their relationship to the economy in fiscal year 1996. 


PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 


The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, establishes uniform national eligibility standards for the 
FSP and defines the basic FSP unit, the “household.” The eligibility criteria include gross and net 
income limits, an asset limit, and various nonfinancial criteria. Some exceptions to these uniform 
standards exist for certain high-cost areas, such as Alaska and Hawaii, and for certain individuals such 
as elderly people (age 60 and over) and disabled people. 


The Household 


In general, individuals who live in a residential unit and purchase and prepare food together constitute 
a household as defined in the FSP. The income and assets of each household member are aggregated 
to determine eligibility and benefits. Individuals who live together in a residential unit but do not 
purchase and prepare food together can apply as separate household units; thus, their income and assets 
are considered separately in eligibility and benefit determinations, with some exceptions. Special 
provisions allow elderly and disabled people who cannot prepare and purchase food because of a 
substantial disability to apply as a separate household as long as the gross monthly income of the 
remainder of their residential unit is less than 165 percent of the official Federal Government poverty 
guidelines.” Groups that were always considered one household in fiscal year 1996 regardless of their 
food purchasing and preparation arrangements included married couples and parents living with their 
minor children. 


Federal poverty guidelines for many assistance programs are established annually by the 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The FSP used 1995 poverty 
guidelines (published in the February 1995 Federal Register) for all fiscal year 1996 income eligibility 
tests. These guidelines were developed on the basis of the 1994 Census poverty thresholds. This 
means that the income eligibility tests applied to food stamp households in fiscal year 1996 are based 
on 1994 poverty measures. See Appendix C for a listing of the fiscal year 1996 FSP poverty 
guidelines. 


Income Eligibility Standards 


Monthly income is the most important determinant of a household's FSP eligibility. The majority of 
households that apply for food stamps must meet two income eligibility standards--a gross income 
standard and a net income standard. As defined in the Food Stamp Act of 1977. as amended, gross 
income includes most cash income (with the exception of specific types of income such as loans) and 
excludes most noncash income, or in-kind benefits. 


First, the gross monthly income of all households without an elderly or disabled member must be at 
or below 130 percent of the poverty guideline ($1,642 for a family of four in the contiguous United 
States in fiscal year 1996). Households with elderly and disabled members are not subject to the gross 
income test. Second, all households must meet a net income eligibility standard, defined as net 
monthly income at or below 100 percent of the poverty guideline ($1,263 for a family of four in the 
contiguous United States in fiscal year 1996). Net income is determined by subtracting deductions 
permitted under the FSP from monthly gross income. Both the gross and net income eligibility 
standards are established for various household sizes (Appendix D). Households are exempt from 
these income tests, as well as the asset test, if all members of a household receive Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (AFDC) income, State General Assistance (GA), or Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI).’ 


The FSP deducts the following from a household’s gross monthly income to arrive at the net monthly 
income:* 


¢ Standard deduction. A\\ households automatically receive a standard deduction, equal 
to $134 in the contiguous United States and the District of Columbia in fiscal year 1996. 
The standard deduction for outlying states and territories varies to reflect price 
differences between these areas and the contiguous United States (Appendix E). The 
standard deduction amounts are adjusted annually to reflect changes in the cost of living. 


¢ Earned income deduction. Households with earnings receive a deduction equal to 20 
percent of the combined earnings of household members. 


¢ Dependent-care deduction. Households with dependents receive a deduction for 
expenses involved in caring for children and other dependents while household members 
work, seek employment, or go to school. The maximum dependent-care deduction in 


These categorically eligible households have their benefits determined according to the same 
rules used for other eligible households. 


‘There is a distinction between a household’s deduction entitlement and the amount actually used 
to compute food stamp benefits. The entitlement is the deduction that a household would receive on 
the basis of its earned income and dependent-care, shelter, and medical expenses if the total of these 
allowable deductions was less than the household’s gross income. Because net income cannot be less 
than zero, households with total deductions greater than their gross incomes can only claim a portion 
of their deduction entitlement. 


fiscal year 1996 was $200 per month per dependent under age 2 and $175 per month per 
dependent age 2 or older (Appendix E). 


¢ Medical deduction. A deduction is available only to households that contain elderly or 
disabled members. These households can deduct all medical costs incurred by the 
elderly or disabled person that exceed $35. Medical expenses reimbursed by insurance 
or government programs are not deductible. If a household contains more than one 
disabled or elderly person, it can deduct the combined medical expenses that exceed each 
elderly or disabled person’s initial $35 expense. 


¢ Excess shelter expense deduction. A\l households are entitled to a deduction equal to 
shelter costs (such as rent, mortgage payments, utility bills, property taxes. and 
insurance) that exceed 50 percent of a household’s countable income after all other 
potential deductions are subtracted from gross income. This deduction is subject to a 
limit. However, households that contain elderly or disabled members are entitled to 
subtract the full value of shelter costs that exceed 50 percent of their adjusted income. 
The limit on the excess shelter expense deduction for households without elderly or 
disabled members for fiscal year 1996 was $247 for the contiguous United States and 
the District of Columbia. The excess shelter expense deduction for outlying states and 
territories varies to reflect price differences between these areas and the contiguous 
United States (Appendix E). 


¢ Child support payment deduction. Households can deduct legally-obligated child 
support payments made to or for a non-household member. 


Assets 


The second most important determinant of FSP eligibility is a household’s assets. Most households 
are permitted up to $2,000 in countable assets. However, households with elderly people are allowed 
up to $3,000. Countable assets include cash, assets that can easily be converted into cash (such as 
money in checking or savings accounts, savings certificates, stocks or bonds, and lump-sum 
payments), and nonliquid resources. However, selected pieces of property such as family homes, tools 
of a trade, or business property used to earn income are not counted. Assets also do not include any 
vehicles used as a home, to produce income, or to transport disabled people. Vehicles not used for 
these purposes are counted in the following way: for the first vehicle and any additional vehicles used 
to commute to work or qualifying job training programs, any fair market value exceeding $4,600 is 
counted toward the asset limit; for all other vehicles, the higher of either any fair market value in 
excess of $4,600 or any equity (fair market value minus remaining liens) is counted. 


Nonfinancial Eligibility Standards 


The FSP does have some nonfinancial eligibility standards, such as restrictions on the participation 
of aliens, students, strikers, and people who are institutionalized. In addition, able-bodied food stamp 


participants are required to register for work and accept suitable employment. The following 
individuals are exempt from work registration: 


¢ People younger than age 16 or older than age 59 

¢ People who are physically or mentally disabled 

¢ Caretakers of dependent children younger than age 6 or of incapacitated adults 

¢ People who work at least 30 hours per week 

¢ People subject to the work requirements of the AFDC program 

¢ People who receive unemployment insurance 

¢ People ages 16 and 17 who are not household heads or who are attending school 

¢ People in drug addiction or alcoholic treatment and rehabilitation programs 

e Students enrolled in school at least half time 
Since April 1987, most work registrants have been required to participate in state employment and 
training (E&T) programs, which provide work experience, educational programs, and job search 
training. Not all work registrants are required to participate in E&T programs, however. For example, 
States may exempt pregnant women and people living in areas where E&T programs are not available. 
APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
To apply for food stamps, individuals are required to appear in person at their local food stamp offices. 
However, elderly and disabled people and people who have transportation problems can be 
interviewed by telephone or at their homes. All states must allow individuals to apply for food stamps 
when they apply for AFDC. Individuals applying for SSI benefits can simultaneously apply for food 
stamps. 
The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, requires that local offices process applications for food 
stamps within 30 days after they are received. However, households without significant income or 
resources can receive expedited food stamp eligibility verification and acquire food stamp benefits 
within five calendar days after they apply. Those eligible for expedited service include (1) homeless 
people, (2) migrant or seasonal farm workers with assets equal to or less than $100, (3) households 


with gross income equal to or less than $150 and assets equal to or less than $100, and (4) households 
with shelter costs that exceed their gross income and assets combined. 


FSP participants are required to appear in person at their local food stamp offices periodically for 
recertification. The certification period varies according to the likelihood of a change in a food stamp 
household's financial circumstances. In fiscal year 1996. food stamp households were certified for 
food stamps for an average of 10 months. 


BENEFIT COMPUTATION 


After a household is certified for food stamps, its monthly food stamp benefit is computed on the basis 
of its net monthly income, the benefit reduction rate, and the maximum food stamp benefit for its 
household size and location. The maximum benefit to which a household is entitled is based on the 
June cost of the Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) for a family of four, adjusted for different household sizes 
and geographic areas outside the contiguous United States. The cost of the TFP is based on an 
economical and nutritious diet, adjusted for household size and composition. Maximum benefits are 
revised annually to reflect changes in the cost of the foods in the TFP. As specified in the Food Stamp 
Act of 1977, as amended, the maximum benefit was 100 percent of the TFP through 1988, 100.65 
percent in 1989, 102.05 percent in 1990, and 103 percent in 1991, 1992, 1994, 1995 and 1996.° Thus, 
in fiscal year 1996 the maximum monthly benefit for a family of four in the contiguous U.S. was $385 
(Appendix F). 


The benefit reduction rate is the rate at which benefits are reduced for every additional dollar of net 
income. The benefit reduction rate is 30 percent, reflecting the assumption that a household will spend 
30 percent of its net income on food, and that the FSP will provide the difference between that amount 
and the maximum benefit. Thus, benefits are reduced by 30 cents for every additional dollar of net 
income. 


A household’s monthly food stamp benefit is computed by subtracting 30 percent of its net income 
from the maximum benefit. If a household has zero net income, it receives the maximum food stamp 
benefit. All eligible one- and two-person households are guaranteed a minimum benefit of at least $10 
per month (except during the initial month of participation). For new participants, benefits are 
prorated for the first month. 


FOOD STAMP ISSUANCE 


State and local food stamp offices use various systems to provide food stamp benefits. The four main 
methods of issuance: 


e ATP card. An authorization-to-participate (ATP) identification card is mailed to the 
participant each month; the participant then exchanges the card for food stamps at an 
authorized issuance office. 


*In 1995, legislation was adopted to freeze maximum benefit amounts for Alaska at their 1994 
levels. In 1993 an additional amendment to the Act required that 1993 maximum benefit amounts in 
the contiguous U.S. remain constant at 1992 values despite a drop in the value of the TFP in June 
1992. 


* Mail. State and local offices mail the food stamps directly to the participant. 
¢ Manually. The participant obtains food stamps directly from the food stamp office. 


¢ Electronic benefit transfer. The participant receives a “debit” card. similar to a bank 
card, which is used when making food purchases at authorized retail stores. The 
household’s monthly benefit is electronically transferred to a benefit account created 
specifically for FSP benefits. When a purchase is made, the amount of the purchase is 
debited from the household’s FSP account. 


PROGRAM CHANGES SINCE THE PREVIOUS FISCAL YEAR 


Two provisions of the Mickey Leland Childhood Hunger Relief Act, which was enacted on August 
10, 1993, went into effect at the beginning of fiscal year 1996 and affect the FSP: 


¢ A mandatory income deduction was established for child support payments made to 
people outside the food stamp unit.° 


° The fair market value limit for vehicles was increased to $4,600 from $4,550. 


FSP PARTICIPATION AND COSTS 


After declining steadily from 1983 to 1989, FSP participation grew substantially during the early 
1990s. As illustrated in Figure 2.1, FSP participation increased by 35 percent between fiscal year 1990 
and fiscal year 1993. FSP participation increased slowly during the early months of fiscal year 1994, 
peaked at 28.0 million people in March 1994, and then declined. The number of FSP participants has 
been declining since fiscal year 1994. The number of people served by the FSP hovered around 26.0 
million during the first half of fiscal year 1996, then dropped to 24.8 million by the end of the year. 


Over the past ten years, trends in FSP participation levels have been similar to trends in major 
economic indicators (Table 2.1). The increase in FSP participation beginning in 1989 and continuing 
into 1993 was associated with an economic recession that began in 1990. Major economic indicators 
for most of this period portray a downturn. As the economy improved between 1993 and 1996, FSP 
participation leveled off and then began to decline. However, it should be noted that the decline in 
people living in poverty leveled off between 1995 and 1996, while the FSP caseload continued to fall. 


Total FSP costs decreased from $24.6 billion in fiscal year 1995 to $24.3 billion in fiscal year 1996. 
The reduction in costs occurred in part because of the reduction in the caseload and in part because the 
average monthly benefit fell from $71 per person in fiscal year 1995 to $69 per person in fiscal year 
1996. The total cost of the FSP in fiscal year 1996 included $22.4 billion in benefits, $1.8 billion in 
state administrative costs, and $67 million in other costs. 


6The deduction was optional between September 1, 1994 and September 30, 1995. 
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FIGURE 2.1 


FOOD STAMP PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS, UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE, AND POOR PEOPLE 
(1985 - 1995) 


Millions 


: a 
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FSP participants” 


Unemployed persons 
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CHAPTER 3: CHARACTERISTICS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS 
AND PARTICIPANTS 


The FSP serves the nutritional needs of a broad spectrum of low-income Americans.’ In an average 
month in fiscal year 1996, the FSP provided benefits to 25.9 million people living in 10.6 million 
households.* Almost all food stamp households lived in poverty (according to the federal poverty 
guidelines for program eligibility in fiscal year 1996). The vast majority of food stamp households 
contained either a child (under age 18), an elderly person (over age 59), or a disabled person. The 
average food stamp household received a monthly food stamp benefit of $174, had an average gross 
monthly income of $528 and an average net monthly income of $275, was entitled to an average total 
deduction of $287 a month, and had an average household size of 2.5 people. This chapter elaborates 
on the economic status of food stamp households and discusses the composition of food stamp 
households, the characteristics of food stamp participants, and changes in the characteristics of food 
stamp households between fiscal year 1995 and fiscal year 1996. 


THE POVERTY STATUS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS’ 


The FSP provides benefits to households in need. As shown in Table 3.1, the gross monthly income 
of 92 percent of food stamp households in fiscal year 1996 was less than or equal to 100 percent of the 
federal poverty guideline (Appendix D). The gross monthly income of approximately two-thirds of 
all food stamp households was less than or equal to 75 percent of the poverty guideline, and the income 
of 42 percent of all food stamp households was less than or equal to 50 percent of the guideline. 


The FSP effectively targets benefits to the most needy households. That is, poorer households receive 
larger food stamp benefits than do households with more income. While only 42 percent of all food 
stamp households had a gross monthly income less than or equal to 50 percent of the poverty guideline, 
they received 57 percent of all benefits. In contrast, the households that had gross monthly income 
over the poverty guideline, which accounted for 8.6 percent of all food stamp households, received 
only 3.3 percent of all benefits. 


’The information provided in this chapter and the estimates in Appendices A and B are based on 
a sample of 50,883 households that participated in the FSP in fiscal year 1996. The sample was drawn 
from food stamp households in the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. 
Households in Puerto Rico and the Northern Mariana Islands were not included in the sample because 
Puerto Rico has its own Nutritional Assistance Program which replaced the FSP there in July 1982, 
and the Northern Mariana Islands participate in another block grant program instead of the FSP. 


®The figure of 25.9 million participants differs from the number of food stamp participants 
according to FNS administrative records, 25.5 million people, because the sample estimate is weighted 
by households rather than by individuals (see Appendix 1). 


*For more information on the economic status of food stamp households, see appendix Tables A-3 
through A-8. 


1] 


Table 3.1-- Distribution of Households and Benefits by Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty Guideline, Fiscal Year 1996 


Gross Income as a Percentage of: 


i 1 a 
Percentage of Poverty Guideline All Households | /All Benefits 





@ Defined as the fiscal year 1996 poverty guidelines published by the Department of 
Health and Human Services (see Appendix C). 


b Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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To estimate the impact of food stamps on a household's purchasing power. we can add the dollar value 
of the food stamps to household income and then examine the distribution of households by poverty 
status.'° As shown in Table 3.2, the combination of cash and food stamps--an alternative measure of 
gross income that includes food stamp benefits--yields a significantly different distribution of food 
stamp households by poverty status. Specifically, the alternative measure of income sufficiently 
increased the income of food stamp households to move 6 percent of them above the poverty 
guideline. Food stamp benefits had an even greater impact on the poorest households. moving 23 
percent of food stamp households above 50 percent of the poverty guideline. 


HOUSEHOLDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 


While the FSP does not restrict eligibility for food stamps to certain individuals, it effectively serves 
many households that contain people with special needs--that is, children and elderly or disabled 
people. In fiscal year 1996, 85 percent of all food stamp households had either a child, an elderly 
person, or a disabled person. These households received 89 percent of all food stamp benefits. This 
section describes the characteristics of food stamp households with children, elderly people, or 
disabled people. 


Households with Children 


In fiscal year 1996, the FSP served approximately 13 million children each month, representing more 
than half of all participants. Of all food stamp households, 60 percent had children (Table 3.3). 
Compared with other food stamp households, households that contained children received a relatively 
high average food stamp benefit of $237 per month (Table 3.4). This relatively high benefit primarily 
reflects the fact that the average household size among food stamp households with children (3.3 
people) was larger than the average household size among all food stamp households (2.5 people). 


Children who received food stamps in fiscal year 1996 tended to live in households that were headed 
by single parents and that received AFDC benefits in addition to food stamps. Of all food stamp 
households with children, 69 percent were headed by a single parent, representing 41 percent of all 
food stamp households. Since the AFDC program serves predominantly single-parent families, a large 
percentage (68 percent) of these single-parent food stamp households also received AFDC. One- 
quarter of the single-parent food stamp households had earnings. 


A substantial proportion (15 percent) of food stamp households contained multiple adults and children, 
representing one-quarter of all food stamp households with children.'’ The characteristics of multiple- 
adult households with children varied considerably from those of single-adult households with 


'°This comparison assumes that program participants value their food stamp benefits at face value. 


"In multiple-adult households with children, the second adult may not necessarily be a parent. 
He or she may be an adult child of the head, a grandparent, or even an unrelated person. Over two- 
thirds of multiple-adult households with children contained a household head and his or her spouse. 
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Table 3.2—Effect of Food Stamp Benefits on the Poverty Status of Food Stamp Households, Fiscal Year 1996 












Distribution of Households in 
Relation to Poverty Guideline 


Based on Based on Cash 
Cash Only and Food Stamps 


Gross Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty Guideline’ 


Change in 
Percentage Points 
















Total’... + ae bee ce 100% 100% 0 
50. Soro 1eSS eereeeteien ane 42 19 -23 
51-100. 0 eee tees 50 66 16 

ee ere 9 IS 6 





*Defined as the fiscal year 1996 poverty guidelines published by the Department of Health and Human Services 
(see Appendix C). 


>Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not add to 100 percent. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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‘Table 3.4-- Average Values of Selected Characteristics by Household Composition, Fiscal Year 1996 







Average Values 





















Monthly 
Food Stamp 
Benefit 
(Dollars) 


Gross 
Monthly 
Income 
(Dollars) 


Households With: Household 


Size 
(Persons) 












Single-Adult Household ...........-.....sesscscessseseseseseseneeseees 3.0 
Multiple-Adult Household 45 
1.9 

3.8 

Pee ee an ee eet it boas Serre 1.4 

Living Ane ............0.:--:sscssessseescesencnscnecenssenonnernteess 1.0 
Not Living Alone ..............:0cssscssssscssnsssosesasoceceseenseeeoeses Os 
DP e 1) ors (er eee i ot rrr ee oe Sree oe 
Living Alone ...............- 1.0 
Not Living Alone 3.4 
Other Households? 20.0...............::ccccecceeceseeeceesesseeeeeeeeees 1.1 
Single-Person Household 1.0 
Multi-Person Household 2-1 


4 Households not containing children, elderly persons, or disabled persons. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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children. Among households with children. the average monthly food stamp benefit for single-adult 
households was lower than that of multiple-adult households. although the per capita benefit was 
higher for people in single-adult households than people in multiple-adult households ($77 versus $60) 
because single-adult households were poorer. Single-adult households with children had substantially 
lower gross monthly incomes ($537 versus $877). Of all multiple-adult households with children. 
more than half received income from earnings and 43 percent received AFDC. Households with 
children constituted 84 percent of all food stamp households with earnings. 


Households With Elderly People 


In fiscal year 1996 the FSP served an average of 1.9 million elderly people each month.'* Food stamp 
households containing elderly members represented 16 percent of all food stamp households. These 
households received an average food stamp benefit of $68 per month. 


Elderly people who received food stamps tended to live alone, and thus received relatively small food 
stamp benefits. In fiscal year 1996, 76 percent of all food stamp households with elderly members 
were single-person households. These households received an average food stamp benefit of $49 per 
month compared with $128 in benefits for households with elderly people not living alone. Elderly 
people not living alone lived in households averaging 2.5 people. 


Food stamp households that contained elderly people tended to receive SSI and Social Security 
income. In fiscal year 1996, 58 percent of all food stamp households with elderly members received 
SSI, 70 percent received Social Security, and 35 percent received both SSI and Social Security income. 
Food stamp households with elderly members represented 39 percent of all food stamp households 
with SSI and 59 percent of food stamp households with Social Security income. 


Households With Disabled People 


In fiscal year 1996, households that contained disabled people represented 20 percent of all food stamp 
households.'? These households received an average monthly food stamp benefit of $107. 


Similar to households with elderly members, households containing a disabled person living alone 
received a lower average monthly food stamp benefit than did households that contained disabled 
people not living alone ($53 compared with $167). About 52 percent of food stamp households that 
contained disabled people were single-person households, while 48 percent were multiple-person 


"Elderly people are those age 60 or over. 


'31n this report, disabled people are defined as those under age 65 who receive SSI and those age 
18 to 61 who receive Social Security, veterans benefits, or other governmental benefits as a result of 
disability. Before 1995, disabled people were defined as those who receive SSI but are not elderly. 
The new definition allows individuals to be classified as both elderly and disabled when applicable and 
has the effect of increasing the number of FSP participants who are considered disabled. 
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households. Once again the difference in benefits between the two groups reflects differences in 
average household size. Disabled people who did not live alone lived in households averaging 3.4 
people . 


Other Households Served by the FSP 


The FSP serves needy households other than those that contain children, elderly people, or disabled 
people. In fiscal year 1996, 15 percent of all food stamp households consisted solely of one or more 
nonelderly, nondisabled adult. These households received an average food stamp benefit of $121 per 
month. They tended to be single-person households (88 percent) and represented the majority (60 
percent) of households that received General Assistance (GA). 


Of all food stamp households in fiscal year 1996, 29 percent were individuals who lived alone. 
Because these households only contained one individual, the average monthly food stamp benefit was 
only $72. Most of these individuals (60 percent) were female, and 38 percent were elderly. Compared 
with all food stamp households, a relatively small proportion of food stamp participants living alone 
received earnings (7 percent), and a relatively high proportion had zero gross income (17 percent). 


CHARACTERISTICS OF FSP PARTICIPANTS 


The FSP serves a broad spectrum of individuals. In fiscal year 1996 more than half were children (less 
than 18 years old), 42 percent were nonelderly adults (age 18 to 59), and 7 percent were elderly 
adults.'* Approximately 64 percent of the children served by the FSP were school age (between ages 
5 and 17). Seventy-one percent of elderly adults and 69 percent of nonelderly adults were female. The 
majority (71 percent) of nonelderly adult food stamp participants lived in households with children-- 
approximately 38 percent lived in households containing at least one other adult and one child. 


With the exception of certain groups of individuals, such as caretakers of small children and people 
working at least 30 hours a week, all able-bodied nonelderly adult food stamp participants are required 
to register for work and accept suitable employment as a condition of receiving food stamps. As with 
participants in the FSP, participants in other assistance programs often are required to register for 


'4For more information on FSP participants and household heads, see appendix Tables A-24 and 
A-27 through A-30. 
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work. In fiscal year 1996, 25 percent of all food stamp household heads were registered for work 
under the FSP or another assistance program.'* Most food stamp household heads (71 percent) were 
exempt from work registration requirements--21 percent of household heads were disabled. 12 percent 
were younger or older than the required ages, 20 percent were the caretakers of a child or an 
incapacitated adult, 10 percent were already employed full time, and 9 percent were exempt for other 
reasons. '® 


CHANGES IN THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS 


The number of households receiving food stamps decreased slightly (by 3 percent) between fiscal year 
1995 and fiscal year 1996.'’ Most of the characteristics of food stamp households remained constant 
or changed little during that time.'* For example, the percentage of households with an elderly 
member, the percentage with children, the percentage with only one member and the average 
household size all remained constant between fiscal year 1995 and 1996. The percentage of 
households with a disabled member increased slightly from 19 percent in fiscal year 1995 to 20 percent 
in fiscal year 1996. 


The overall economic conditions of the average food stamp household improved slightly between 
fiscal year 1995 and fiscal year 1996. The average net income of food stamp households increased 
by | percent in real dollars (Table 3.5), while the percentage of households with zero net income (25 
percent) remained constant. The percentage of households with earnings increased from approximately 
21 percent in fiscal year 1995 to 23 percent in fiscal year 1996. The percentage of households 
receiving AFDC fell from more than 38 percent to less than 36 percent while the percentage of all FSP 
households with children remained constant. The increase in the percentage of households with a 
disabled member was associated with an increase in the percentage of households receiving SSI (from 
23 percent to 24 percent). 


'SReports in this series prior to summer 1989 included as work registrants only people required 
to register for work under the FSP; the summer 1989 through fiscal year 1996 reports include as work 
registrants food stamp participants registered for work under the FSP and food stamp participants 
registered for the Job Opportunities and Basic Skills (JOBS) program. For more information on the 
work registration status of food stamp participants and household heads, see appendix Table A-29. 


‘'6The work registration status of 4 percent of household heads was unknown. 


For more information on trends in the characteristics of food stamp households, see appendix 
Tables A-31 and A-32. 


'8This analysis is based on cross-sectional samples from fiscal year 1995 and fiscal year 1996. 
Thus, whether changes in the characteristics of food stamp households reflect changes in the 
circumstances of continuing participants, of new participants, or both is not known. In addition, the 
differences may be the result of several factors including FSP legislation, changes in the economy, or 
changes in other social programs. 
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Table 3.5—Average Nominal and Real Values of Selected Characteristics. Fiscal Year 1995 and Fiscal Year 1996 



















Nominal Values Real Values 
Selected 
Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Percentage Fiscal Year 
1995 1996 Change 1996 


Characteristics Percentage 


Change 





















Average Gross Income* 


Per Household eases ai-neeeenee -0.8 
Per Person acre teite = ene - -0.0 
Average Net Income” 
Per Householdierer ern +1.0 
Per Personmepe eyes + en wenet ar +1.8 
Average Total Deduction® ..... =lES 
Average Household Benefit” . . . . -1.9 
Maximum Coupon Benefit 
for a Family of Four in the -0.3 


Continental UtSts crm eee 


Consumer Price Index 
All Ttems gece trot ference 
Food at\Home?s.reteuw cae ere 


*Real values are in constant fiscal year 1995 dollars. Fiscal year 1996 values were deflated by the change in the CPI-U for 
all items between fiscal year 1995 and fiscal year 1996 (2.8 percent). 


>Real values are in constant fiscal year 1995 dollars. Fiscal year 1996 values were deflated by the change in the CPI-U for 
food at home between fiscal year 1995 and fiscal year 1996 (3.2 percent). 


Source of CPI-U average values: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Monthly Labor Review, December 
1995, Table 31, and December 1996, Table 27. 


Source of nominal values: Fiscal Year 1995 and Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control samples. 


20 


The average food stamp benefit decreased in real dollars from $172 in fiscal year 1995 to $169 in fiscal 
year 1996. The real value of the maximum food stamp benefit for a family of four in the continental 
United States also decreased. from $386 to $385. The percentage of food stamp households receiving 


the maximum benefit remained constant at 25 percent. 
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ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS FOR USE WITH APPENDICES 


ACRONYMS 

AFDC - Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
E&T - Employment and Training Program 
FSP = - Food Stamp Program 

GA - General Assistance 

IRCA - Immigration Reform and Control Act 
JOBS - Job Opportunities and Basic Skills 
SSI - ~Supplemental Security Income 

TFP- - Thrifty Food Plan 

UI - Unemployment Insurance 
DEFINITIONS 


Alien. Participant who is a noncitizen, including 
permanent residents, immigrants accorded permanent 
resident status under the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act of 1986 (IRCA), immigrants accorded 
temporary resident status under IRCA, refugees, 
persons granted political asylum, aliens granted a stay 
of deportation, aliens residing in the United States 
under color of law, nonimmigrants admitted for a 
specified period, Mexican citizens with a “border” 
card, and undocumented aliens. 


Children. Persons under age 18. 


Child Support Payment Deduction. Deduction for 
households with legally-obligated child support 
payments made to or for anon-household member. See 
also Deductions. 


Countable Resources. Cash on hand, assets which 
can be easily converted to cash, such as money in 
checking or savings accounts, savings certificates, 
stocks or bonds, and lump sum payments. They also 
include some nonliquid assets, although the family 
home, one or more family vehicles if necessary to 
transport disabled persons or to produce income, and 
business tools or property are not counted. See also 
Resource Limit. 


Deductions. Allowable deductions from a house- 
hold's gross monthly income to arrive at FSP net 
monthly income. The deductions shown in the tables 
are those to which households were entitled. Some of 
the deductions may not have been used, however, 
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before a household reached zero net income status. 
Therefore, total deductions do not equal the difference 
between gross and net income amounts. See also Total 
Deduction, Standard Deduction, Earned Income 
Deduction, Dependent-Care Deduction, Excess Shelter 
Deduction, and Medical Deduction. 


Dependent-Care Deduction. Deduction received by 
food stamp households for expenses involved in caring 
for dependents while other members work, seek 
employment, or go to school. In fiscal year 1995 the 
deduction was subject to a maximum of $200 per 
month for each dependent under age 2 and $175 per 
month for each dependent age 2 or more. See also 
Deductions. 


Disabled Persons. Individuals under age 65 who 
receive SS] and individuals age 18 to 61 who receive 
Social Security, veterans benefits, or other government 
benefits as a result of disability. 


Earned Income Deduction. Deduction received by 
households with earnings, equal to 20 percent of the 
combined earnings of household members. See also 
Deductions. 


Earned Income. Includes wages, salaries, self- 
employment, and farm income. 


Elderly. Adults over age 59. 


Employed Full Time. Employed at least 30 hours per 
week or receiving weekly earnings equal to or greater 
than the Federal minimum wage multiplied by 30 
hours. This estimate is based on an employment status 
variable. 


Employed Part Time. Employed less than 30 hours 
per week. 


Employment and Training (E&T). Refers to 
employment and training services received under FSP 
E&T programs. Services provided include work 
experience, educational programs, and job search 
training. 


Entrant Households. Includes households newly 
certified during fiscal year 1995. 


Excess Shelter Deduction. Deduction received by 
households with shelter costs. equal to those shelter 
costs that exceed 50 percent of the household's 
countable income after all other potential deductions 
are subtracted from gross income. There is a limit on 
the shelter deduction for households that do not contain 
elderly or disabled members. See Appendix G. See 
also Deductions. 


Exempt from Work Registration. See Work 
Registration Status Definitions and Notes below. 


Expedited Service Households. Households which 
initially received expedited service for the certification 
period in effect during fiscal year 1995. 


Gross Income. Total monthly income of household in 
dollars, before applying deductions. 


Gross Income Limit. Food stamp program gross 
monthly income eligibility standards, determined by 
household size; equal to 130 percent of the poverty 
guidelines. See Appendix F. 


Households With Preschool Age Children. 
Households with at least one member less than age 5. 


Households With Elderly. Households with at least 
one member age 60 or more. 


Households With Elderly or Disabled. Households 
in which at least one member is age 60 or more, or at 
least one member is under age 65 and receives SSI, or 
at least one member is age 18 to 61 and receives Social 
Security, veterans benefits, or other government 
benefits as a result of disability. 


Households With School Age Children. Households 
with at least one member age 5 to 17. 


Households With Disabled. Households with at least 
one member who is under age 65 and receives SSI or at 
least one member who is age 18 to 61 and receives 
Social Security, veterans benefits, or other government 
benefits as a result of disability. 


Households With Children. Households with at least 
one member age 17 or less. 


Initial Certification Households. Includes both 
households certified for the first time within the current 
certification period and previously certified households 
which have not received benefits for at least 30 days. 
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Legal Immigrants. All immigrants legally residing in 
the U.S.. including all permanent resident aliens. 
refugees, assylees and deportees. See also Other Alien. 
Permanent Resident Alien. 


Maximum Benefit. Based on 103 percent of the cost 
of the Thrifty Food Plan in the preceding June for a 
reference family of four, rounded to the lowest dollar 
increment. Maximum benefit varies by region. In 
fiscal year 1995 maximum benefits for Alaska were 
frozen at 1994 levels. See Appendix H. 


Medical Deduction. Deduction available to 
households that contain elderly or disabled members, 
equal to all medical expenses incurred by the elderly or 
disabled person that exceed $35. See page 4. See also 
Deductions. 


Minimum Benefit. 
households. 


$10 for one- or two-person 


Net Income. Total monthly income of household in 
dollars, after applying deductions. 


Net Income Limit. FSP net monthly income eligibility 
standard, determined by household size. See Appendix 
FE: 


Nonelderly Adults. Adults age 18 to 59. 


Not Employed. Not working and not looking for 
work, and therefore not part of the labor force. 


Other Alien. An alien accorded refugee status, an 
alien granted political asylum, a nonimmigrant admitted 
for a specified period, an alien granted a stay of 
deportation, a Mexican citizen with a “border” card, an 
undocumented alien, or an alien permanently residing 
in the United States under color of law. See also Legal 
Immigrants, Permanent Resident Alien. 


Permanent Resident Alien. An immigrant lawfully 
admitted for permanent resident status. See also Legal 
Immigrants, Other Alien. 


Poverty Guideline. The poverty guidelines used in 
fiscal year 1995 were issued by the Department of 
Health and Human Services and published in the 1994 
Federal Register. Dividing these guidelines by 12 
yields the monthly net income limits for the FSP. The 
Bureau of the Census establishes other poverty 
thresholds which are used primarily for statistical 
purposes. See Appendix E. 


Preschool Age Children. Children less than 5 years 
old. 


Public Assistance. Includes Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (AFDC) and General Assistance 
(GA). 


Resource Limit. For most households the resource 
limit was $2,000 in fiscal year 1995. Households with 
at least one member age 60 or older, however, were 
allowed up to $3,000 of resources. See also Countable 
Resources. 


Rural. A household is considered to be located in a 
rural area if the county in which its local food stamp 
agency is located is not in a Metropolitan Statistical 
Area as defined by the Census Bureau. 


School Age Children. Children age 5 to 17. 
Shelter Deduction. See Excess Shelter Deduction. 


Standard Deduction. Deduction received by all 
households which varies by area to reflect price 
differences among areas. See Appendix G. See also 
Deductions. 


Student. Participant age 18 or older enrolled at least 
half time in a recognized school, training program, or 
institution of higher education. 


Thrifty Food Plan. Market basket of goods based on 
an economical and nutritious diet, adjusted for 
household size and composition. Used to determine 
maximum food stamp benefit amounts. 


Total Deduction. Includes earned income, child 
support payment, dependent-care, excess shelter, 
medical, and standard deductions to which the FSP 
household is entitled. In some cases this exceeds the 
amount deducted from gross income because net 
income cannot be less than zero. See also Deductions. 


Unearned Income. Includes Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (AFDC), General Assistance 
(GA), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Social 
Security, Unemployment Income, Veterans' Benefits, 
Workers' Compensation, Other Government Benefits, 
Household Contributions, Household Deemed Income, 
Educational Loans, Child Support Enforcement 
Payments, and other unearned income. 


Unemployed. Not working but looking for work, and 
therefore part of the labor force. 
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Urban. A household is considered to be located in an 
urban area if the county in which its local food stamp 
agency is located is in a Metropolitan Statistical Area 
as defined by the Census Bureau. 


Work Registration Status Definitions and Notes 


Required to register for work. Able-bodied food 
stamp household heads required to register for work 
under the FSP or JOBS. 


Exempt from work registration. Food stamp 
household heads not required to register for work for 
one or more of the reasons listed below. 


Under the required age. Less than age 18. 
(However, the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as 
amended, requires 16- and 17-year-olds who are 
household heads and who are not in school or 
otherwise exempt to register for work.) 


Over the required age. Age 60 or more. 


Pregnant. This exemption applies only to the 
AFDC program. States may exempt household 
heads from participation in FSP E&T programs 
for this reason, but not from FSP work 
registration. 


Caretaker. For the FSP, this exemption includes 
both caretakers of children under 6 and caretakers 
of children under 18 when another able-bodied 
parent is registered for work or exempted because 
of employment; for the AFDC program, this 
exemption applies to caretakers of children under 
age 3 (or age | as a State option). 


Employed full time. Employed at least 30 hours 
per week or receiving weekly earnings equal to or 
greater than the Federal minimum wage 
multiplied by 30 hours. 


Student. Enrolled at least half time in a 
recognized school, training program, or institution 
of higher education. 


Program not offered. This exemption applies 
only to the AFDC program. States may exempt 
household heads from participation in FSP E&T 
programs for this reason, but not from FSP work 
registration. 
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APPENDIX A 


DETAILED TABLES OF FOOD STAMP 
HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 
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Table A-1. Distribution of Participating Households, Persons, and Benefits by Household 


Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp Benefit Amount 






Food Stamp Households 


Household Characteristic 


Number Percent Number Percent Dollars 
(000) (000) (000) 


Ghitl dremiecereccscceteret tees scncstecceseues 
SCHOOIA GE cacarectscercesecesentscseecese 
Preschool 26 eccrseteecaresscrecascees 

ING Children ites ces-retesosccsctscenssecs 


Ger] VaPErsONSiecceartcanssesecestecrennver 
No Elderly Persons .....................- 


isabled Persons va.cersssstscatse-csse=> 
No Disabled Persons ...............++++ 


Income Source 


TOSS INCOME mectecesteccestenesee reeset 
INGUGTOSS INCOME mereeerecserectacerecesss 


AE DG INCOME yotrretscscteccsceseviseccssrs 
INNQVARDG Income meercnccereeceses 


ALD G OF GA: INCOME Mecccectatecsateses 
No AFDC or GA Income ............ 


Social Security Income ...............- 
No Social Security Income .......... 


Gross Income as a Percentage of 
Poverty Guideline 


Food Stamp Benefit 
Minimum Benefit .............-..::26 


Maximum Benefit ................0:000++5 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Participants in Households 
With Household 
Charactenistic 


24,192 
1,733 


21,176 
4,749 


7,900 
18,026 


23,106 
2,820 


12,459 
13,466 


1,042 
24,883 


13,450 
12,476 


4,874 
21,052 


3,401 
22,025 


1,840,613 


1,487,503 
1,137,077 
886,402 
353,110 


116,412 
1,724,201 


228,150 
1,612,462 


1,649,643 
190,970 


1,324,396 
516,217 


454,164 
1,386,449 


1,577,990 
262,623 


941,914 
898,698 


86,501 
1,754,112 


1,025,766 
814,847 


245,093 
1,595,520 


163,908 
1,676,705 


190,970 
863,660 
724,754 

61,228 


4,780 
518,503 


Monthly Food Stamp 
Benefits 


Percent 


Table A-2. Average Gross and Net Income, Total Deduction, Countable Resources, Food Stamp Benefit, Household Size, and Certification 
Period of Participating Households by Household Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp Benefit Amount 


Total Households Average Monthly Values 






Household Characteristic Total Countable Food Stamp Household Certification 
Gross Income | Net Income Deduction Resources Benefit Size Penod 
(Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) (Months) 
Vota ceca ncscesereecaneee sesccarsete 9.8 
Household Composition 
Childrenycits.cc.covsceerroeeatee 8.9 
SchoolvA ge resccrsreesrercesorees 9.0 
PreschoollAge @x.cc:c-ccrerscces: 8.8 
No Children\ia:.ss.scessccssccastes 11.0 
Elderly Persons ecceresscesescee- 12.4 
No Elderly Persons ............... 9.2 
Disabled Persons .................- iis! 
No Disabled Persons ............ 9.4 
Income Source 
(Gross) Income messcssteeesctetes 10.0 
ING|Gross Income.) cesses 7.4 
Net Incomes cces-tetcccssccee 10.2 
INoINet- Income! eceseessssense sites 8.3 
Eamed) Income crseeteseseseee 8.0 
No Earned Income ................ 10.3 
Unearned Income ................. 10.1 
No Unearned Income ........... 7.4 
AFDC Income fee 9.7 
No AFDC Income ................ 9.8 
GAUINCOMEG eee 11.4 
No GA Income 9.6 
AFDC or GA Income ........... 9.9 
No AFDC or GA Income ..... 9.6 
SSI sissicercccacetesentsst ce tesosteees 11.9 
INO SSI pecs ee 9.1 
Social Security Income ......... 12.0 
No Social Security Income ... 9.2 
Food Stamp Benefit 
Minimum Benefit ................. 12.4 
Maximum Benefit ................ 8.3 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-3. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Elderly or Disabled Persons by 
Amount of Gross and Net Income, Countable Resources, and Gross and Net Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline 


Total Households Households With: 
Household Characteristic leet Children Elderly Elderly or Disabled 
Percent 


Number 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 


(000) 


ANTE pet et Seinen ee 100.0 

Gross Income 
WO) soars Re ae 0.8 
Neel BRR ee civiacasoctcocsssurs> 0.8 
BVO SOA). cok BES aie ae 49 
AUN OLD «ay Se 56.2 
UO Meet betes scrcscescetcooks 20.4 
BD Bee Be cas sqcccseee easy 9.5 
TOQU- attics scteavasescasesecsevenee 7.4 

Net Income 
SS OMRRPMEIEE coop cccccasesciscendossss 8.0 
Dem sccccseseiceeenye 19.9 
PLOY Os a ee Sa 40.4 
CA Mehr Retee sca cus ccsavesenese ee 17.0 
ORDO STAY pp ee eon Be 7.6 
BOOLOO SN tee Bee ccsictseces 3.8 
MEQ Fagite thts cc avoce.cecseccveuce esse 32 

Countable Resources 
S20) occ eee ee 68.8 
JEST) ats oA 21.0 
DOE RUOO fesennt ct necvescscsivones Sh 
BU TL OOO ie o.teccchcccoscss eon: 2.4 
PESO MENT D Ol teercasessacsecessass 0.9 
Me h=2s OOO Bessk cscessetecesscts 0.8 
ZIONS O00 Re csetezasecocsad sees: 0.5 
SC ee ae 0.1 

Gross Income as a 

Percentage of Poverty 

Guideline 
No Gross Income .............. 0.8 
[LS ayn 7 ae AR pete ee Ae 0.8 
ALES I) .oso5 as EER RR 5.8 
SEY ays ee 30.8 
ThE LUA) ot es Spe Aeron a sia 49.3 
MONE Sigeree Reccccressecceaheee 10.6 
114 Si DSU) es pte pe ae 0.5 
i163) Ley St) a 6 eee Sa ae 1.0 
GSW clemre ci catnee tc<keiedeiccss 0.4 

Net Income as a 

Percentage of Poverty 

Guideline 
No Net Income .................- 8.0 
Ree CUR etre stecrcscteccstteseee: 16.5 
TEENY) sc Bi RR in Bie 34.3 
SATS lina ie ieee es Sian 31.8 
TESS UD papper orerenere eee 8.8 
ROT eT 25 pete setae 0.5 
12621 SO peeeeeteceveteserecee sects 0.1 
Set S Opec ere 0.1 
LIES ceetens Any tees eee 0.0 





Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-4. Distribution of Participating Households by Household Size and Amount of Gross and Net Income, Countable Resources, and 
Gross and Net Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline 


Total Households Household Size 
Percent 


Charactenstic Number 
Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 





5 
(000) Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number } Percent 
(000) (000) 





MOO Y= 1S OO Mates seceres.c2 
sy O) ENE). ceeerraeece 
DT S—2 OOO eerecrss-ssc8 


Gross Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline 


Net Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline 
No Net Income .......... 
N25 90 race, eaetereansscenne ts 


~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-5. Average Gross and Net Income, Average Gross and Net Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline, and 
Average Countable Resources of Participating Households by Household Composition and Size 


Total Households 









Household Charactenistic 


Number | Percent | Gross Income 
(000) (Dollars) 


10,552 


REN Grererrccscserereneerecescsecece-- 
MSCHOOLIA BO cs sececeezacta-tecr-+ess 
TE SCHOOIUA DC i estecsccstrcreeees- 

MCN GIEN beeessceeereccect faccce san 

PESOS: cececssscscsccsecctcsevtonsss 


RE TSONS arr ees Bees, cece 


AGEL YP ETSONS serves scvec-esees2+s 
No Elderly Persons ............... 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 








Net Income 
(Dollars) 
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Average Monthly Values 


Gross Income 
asa 
Percentage of 
Poverty 
Guideline 
(Percent) 


Net Income as 
a Percentage 
of Poverty 
Guideline 

(Percent) 


Countable Resources 
(Dollars) 







Over All 
Households 





Over 
Households 
With 
Countable 
Resources 
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Table A-6. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Elderly or Disabled Persons by Type of Income 


Total Households Households With: 
Children Elderly Elderly or Disabled 
Type of Income P 
ercent 
Total@ 


Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 





OY eee eS cece errr coe SSO 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Earned Income .............---:-ssssssssssesseenseneeceeereseees 6.6 
Wages and Salaries ...........ccsssssssssseseeeetsseeesneneess 37 
Self-Employment ............:::::scsseseccesererseeseecesssees 0.6 
Other Earmed Income ...............22..-00-cecsscsecesseeee 0.3 
Unearmed Income ...................:::ccsceeceseeeeeneeeeeeees 99.1 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children ........ 15.5 
General! ASSIStan CE x. -sqsorc-cesceesteset-ccceetonece ner xente ne 49 
Supplemental Security Income ........-........-++++++ TV 
Social} Security, (recscsccssvercesseeeeerncssscesstetecstartnertene 52.6 
Unemployment Income ..........-.-.::::sssesseseseeeeseees 0.4 
Veterans’ Benefits, <.cccccscc-ssesssie-caerecerosmseatnanesesess 333 
Workers’ Compensation. ...........:.:::ssseeeeeeeeseeee 0.3 
Other Government Benefits ............-.::sseeeee-e0++ r3 
Household Contributions ...............::::ceseseeeeeeees Te 
Household Deemed Income .............2::::e:ceeese00 0.0 
Educational [oams y-cscost-cteeetercncccosseseesteatrener -<eats 0.0 
Child Support Enforcement Payments .............. 22 
Other Unearned Income 20..0.0.0.2.....0.ccsereecen-eseee 6.5 
IAEDG or GA INCOME bessceterieceecpesccssnestennecesen c= 20.2 
AFDG andi Farming) 25 f:-0-<-cevests.scereceeentsnsnents nt 1.1 
TAF DG: and) SSIS% -consccdaceeccesesteer tte tecssctosetercestece== 14.2 
AF DGior SSlorGA (ria cvsccrctsesstrcscrareevertvettersts=- 74.2 
(AFDC or SSI or GA) and Earnings ................- 4.9 
AFDG andi Child/Suppottscscecssssscccesrocertserss-me 1.4 
SSllandiSoctaliSCCuritypecc.ccececcseeectececcessteceeer ssa 28.0 
SSliorSoctallSecurityiecen ccceeserseeesctsceeeeneces 95.8 
SSlianid Harmiti gs cscccceccccveccccocsnstastanecanseureceteteanes 4.7 
GA ‘and Earmings 2... .c.tcscecssececenstsccnsentasecescs-a2=e= 0.1 
Earnings and Child Support ..............::s+sesesee0e 0.2 
INO Income ooc2tilerea-cosct-aescvectesetuseres sconcnceessnarcezie> 0.8 


4 The sum of individual income sources does not add to the total because households can receive income from more than one source. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-7. Average Income, Total Deduction, Food Stamp Benefit, and Household Size of Participating Households by Type of Income 


Total Households Average Monthly Values 


Type of Income Gross Net Income Total Food Stamp | Household 
Total@ Percent Income Income Source Deduction Benefit Size 
(Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) 









PRO A erence sh esse seis ssesscssssscescaesvestssssereseassosssessrecseses 2.5 
BMMERICCEMICONIRG 90.2.0 .05-.-2n-sccrcrecerorevoosseeenseseeteasaecs ; : 5 as 
BUACCRIANCUSALATICS <......css<ececeasocessercseesseespeesasce 5 3.4 
MLERESEEIO NITION) vcs eva nec0r tetsu cuiesepsoecsenscversebese tee : Bu 
BRENT AINEG INCOME <2. 25-0-2-.-20s-cccscosoncsenonsoseeens ‘ 2.6 
Unearned Income .................-..:.seecessseeeesesseenees ! A 2.5 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children e193 
BRET IPACSISLATICG | oo. cscchceeestseoeveencustostsastaescveses K 1.5 
Supplemental Security Income ................. 1.9 
BRMIMIBSECUIILY secccccssoscseo0scoseceeesecvssseesesseses 1.7 
Unemployment Income ...................:0000+ 3.0 
BMPIEEATISTIESCNCTILS ....06:20-ccccvesesccscoeeesceneseos A : 1.6 
NV OTKEES (COMPENSATION ...............0.-c-c--ceeoeeensees ; 3.3 
Other Government Benefits ...............::::s:seee ; 2.5 
Household Contributions ..................:.::eseeeeeeees : 3.1 
Household Deemed Income ................::::c0se000+ i 3.4 
MTIEAELOUI STI COANS f,.8-..2nctacsdnscasescsscecerasse<satecsneaae : 3.0 
Child Support Enforcement Payments .............. : 3.5 
former Uneamed Income. ......:..s2<-....secssesesesccsesess ; : 3.0 
AFDC or GA Income 3.0 
BREE MGHATICN AIMIN GS |. .cccecescse-szccenceseseeoseeacoosseseoss : 3.6 
BRAM HMALSTS SLO ocot sect oa caucastutycesors ceases tntondovettucsueds : 3.8 
BPH E S51 OF GA (7 5..cssece-=-cexseessozcssesasscocnssvesse f : 2.5 
(AFDC or SSI or GA) and Earnings ................. : 3.5 
ABDC and Child Support ................ccssssessscceeeee { 3.4 
SSI and Social Security 1.6 
SSI or Social Security ............. : : 9 
OUD OG USER AY Soi oe Marre eerracseey ania : 3.4 
BRM PESAITYIN O'S eesctecscccestosectenscccsstaceasscassteatetess ' 2.8 
Earnings and Child Support ..............-.-:1eseee : Sa, 
= TERTCTETTTA. yee setae eee ea pene Re a : ! 1.6 


4 The sum of individual income sources does not add to the total because households can receive income from more than one source. 
b Average value of specified source over households with income from source. 
~ Not applicable. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


ay 


Table A-8. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Elderly or Disabled Persons by Earned 
and Unearned Income Amounts 


Total Households Households With: 
Children Elderly Elderly or Disabled 
Percent 


Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 


Household Charactenstic 


Number 
(000) 
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Table A-8. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Elderly or Disabled Persons by Earned 
and Unearned Income Amounts — Continued 


Total Households Households With: 


meshed Characteristic Children Elderly Elderly or Disabled 
Number Percent 
(000) Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 


Social Security 





Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


a2 


Table A-9. Distribution of Participating Households by Type of Deduction and Household Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp 


Benefit Amount 
Total Households Type of Deduction 
Eamed Income Dependent Care Excess Shelter Medical Child Suppor 
Household Charactenstic 
Number | Percent 
(000) 


Percent Percent 

With With 
Number | Percent | Number | Percent Maxic Number | Percent Maxi- Number | Percent | Number | Percent 
(000) (000) anak (000) ane (000) (000) 





"Total ccctictc-cascoaeerees 0.1 
Household Composition 
Children’ 2 oeeeccctcc-css-22- l i : : Y 0.1 
SchoolvA perc -cscrsce.s y ; : : : ; b 0.2 
Preschool Age ...........-. K - : : : : é 0.1 
No Children siscccc-sessse ! A ; ; | i 0.0 
Elderly Persons ............. y : : : - ~ 
No Elderly Persons ........ d : : ; i F 0.1 
Disabled Persons ........... 1 F : 0.1 
No Disabled Persons 0.1 
Income Source 
GTOSS INCOME eccare-areseers Y : : : 0.1 
No Gross Income .......... i - : i E 0.0 
NetIncome iercescccaceseceeezs ; . é 4.4 0.1 
No Net Income ............... ul A 3 : : 0.1 
Earned Income .............. t m0: 0.2 
No Earned Income ......... l li i 4 0.1 
Unearned Income .......... ! a : : 0.1 
No Unearned Income .... 0.1 
AAR DG Income! secesescssre: f 2 f 0.1 
No AFDC Income ......... 0.1 
GA Income st ..csceneeeess ! li E 0.0 
No GA Income .............. i : : : 0.1 
AFDC or GA Income .... 0.1 
No AFDC or GA 
INCOME Hereccastarss costae : : : : ; ! : 4 0.1 
SSE See eee, 0.0 
No:SSIl Poe ae 0.1 
Social Security 
INCOME ce teeecstrctet i : : : ; X i 0.0 
No Social Security 
INCOMC eee ee : d : : ‘ : ! 0.1 
Food Stamp Benefit 
Minimum Benefit .......... : } X ~ 
Maximum Benefit ......... l : i : ; 0.1 


4 Percent of households with deduction that receive the maximum. 
~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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ible A-10. Average Values of Deductions of Participating Households by Household Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp Benefit 
}iount 


Average Amount of Deduction 





Ease 
-usehold Characteristic [ieee | Income eceneeceeee| Care Oe eeieiier 4 Shelter (oe | Child Support 
All With All With All With All With All With 
Households} Deduction | Households} Deduction | Households| Deduction | Households| Deduction | Households | Deduction 


1. a 10,552 3 146 
jisehold Composition 
(ildren RS > SER 144 
ichool Age .................- 130 
reschool Age ............. 181 
DRENIGTEN .......ccses--+.-s 157 
Eerly PETSOMNS (.-esse-<--s 0 
! Elderly Persons ........ 146 
Isabled Persons ........... 110 
! Disabled Persons ..... 151 
jyme Source 
(oss IICOINE (eceecrt -<-e-~3: 148 
! Gross Income .......... 77 
EMITICOMNE ....2.ccececoese oss 142 

) Net Income .............. 166 
ined INCOME) b.cc50+.0.0ss 153 
| Earned Income ........ 141 
a Income .......... 147 
!, Unearned Income .... 139 
/DC INCOME cee eecesssc-- 85 
! AFDC Income ......... 186 
BR INCOME .........0:0000-00 66 

PGA Income ...:......... 148 
i3 or GA Income .... 84 
1) AFDC or GA 
RINE a siacn tock cons etns- 190 
| 
ere 79 
| 150 
{cial Security Income 170 
b Social Security ........ 145 
id Stamp Benefit 

nimum Benefit .......... 0 

166 


aximum Benefit ......... 





| 





_ource: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-11. Distribution of — + Households by Selected Household Characteristics and Amount of Deduction 


Total cea aa ar Households With: 


es Elderly Disabled Eamed Income i ash 
Household Charactenstic Income 
Number | Percent 
( ) pre Percent Sd Percent ares Percent as Percent ie Percent 





Total Deduction 
SEV S=133 ee ceccee cee ecesenccr: 


~ 
a 
es 
WNOK SK KEK NNW 


NOME a oesesccsensersscenssepacsense 
Mess Than'Gapicgerscest- 
Equal 'to'\€ap titcccesersrsn0e 
Benefit < Max ............. 
Benefit = Maxi careec:.cses: 
Greater Than Cap 


~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


42 


Table A-12. Average Total Deduction for Participating Households by Amount of Gross Income and Household Size 


Average Total Deduction by Household Size 


(Dollars) ae 


Gross Income Households 





~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-13. Distribution of Participating Households by Selected Household Characteristics and Food Stamp Benefit 
Amount, Food = Benefit as a Percentage of the Maximum Benefit, and Certification Period 


Total elicit} a ee PT With: 


Household Characteriene anes || [Eee | betes | Ceeasce: , Income AFDC Income 
Number | Percent 
(000) 





4 Does not include households with the minimum benefit. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


Table A-14. Distribution of Participating Households by Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline and Food Stamp Benefit as a 
Percentage of the Maximum 





Total estes | —_—_ =e asa en aie Maximum erry 


“Sad sae a auntie 9 ree 2} i eeasesor =| Hapa 5 =75 lL Pieeea we | 99 Maximum 
P ee G g Acting Number | Percent 


All Households 
TU) ae 


Children 


Elderly 
TG) 


Disabled 


Households With 
Earned Income 


Households With 
AFDC Income 





4 Does not include households with the minimum benefit. 
~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-15. Average Food Stamp Benefit of Participating Households by Amount of Gross Income and Household 


Size 





Average Food Stamp Benefit by Household Size All 


Gross Income eae Households 
(Dollars) 


Average Food Stamp Benefit Per 
Household ...........-..:scsscsceeeeeeeees 


— No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-16. Distribution of Participating Households by Type of Most Recent Action and Expedited 
Service 











We riecinecccncinsiae Households Nee Other Households 


Pane Percent Number Percent sae 
(000) 


SD Ota rssgacancereteccsccg pie enseevereseeeseaaeseniv apy? i 3 J : 100.0 












Most Recent Action and Expedited 


Service Percent 


Anitial, GertificatiOn) ...c-cesestes-sereceeesaece : k Zs Deis | 


EXPedited | SCEVICE tee ctrerortesesresaene : 2 2.7 
No Expedited Service 20.4 
IRECOrtit CAtiOM eter eartee eemeeteertanseesa3 : : 76.6 
Expedited: Service) ecercscenserscesecesesese & 15 


No Expedited Service 






— By definition these are mutually exclusive categories; therefore, no households will be found in these categones. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-17. Distribution of Participating Households, Persons, and Benefits by Household Composition 






















Participants in Households 


With Hauschatd Monthly Food Stamp 


Benefits 





Food Stamp Households 














Household Composition ideas Ga 
Number Percent Number Percent Dollars Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 
Total®): ...::csccs.t0ssscssceseecresvo aot f : 1,840,613 100.0 
CHM. oss. se cccrtegecensseseassscessescteees i ; f 1,487,503 80.8 
Single-Adult Household .................. ; é : ; 54.0 
Multiple-Adult Household pa yiso\ 
Other r.2-5 eee neessrsectoo accor : : i 3.1 
Upknown scicccessccocct-nocasuenesssvecpsacace 0.2 
Elderly gorse cree ‘ : i j 116,412 6.3 
MeIVIN ATONE Hesccecsstereersesceneeceseacescsce= : : : : 64,178 355 
NofLiving Alone Wrcerccesccesssceaeenss : : 52,234 2.8 
Disabled. 2.o-sc..ctescccecteetccseeccesesxstatteees x ; : 228,150 12.4 
DEVIN DIVA OMC Maseceercrecseeserte seeresteceverere 5 ; ; ; 58,926 she 
Not Living! Alone (ercccecersceces-teecesazeers { j : 169,225 9:2 
Other Households? ....................0000 : : : 190,104 10.3 
Single-Person Household : 153,933 8.4 
Multi-Person Household ................. : : * 36,170 2.0 





4 The sum of individual categories does not match the table total because a household can have more than one of the 
characteristics in the table. 


b Households not containing children, elderly persons, or disabled persons. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-18. Average Gross and Net Income, Total Deduction, Countable Resources, Food Stamp Benefit, Household Size, and Certification 
Period of Participating Households by Household Composition 









Total Households 





Average Monthly Values 
































Household Composition Total Countable Food Stamp Household Certification 
P. Gross Income | Net Income Deduction Resources Benefit Size Penod 
ercent 
(Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) (Months) 
















GROW 
Single-Adult Household ....... 9.0 
Multiple-Adult Household ... é 84 
OO TUSR So cce steer 3 é 10.7 
METRO eo vecces dee issssscecsecoosees 8.6 

MRR EE LV tooo cict-craeseusnceasaeseses- : : 12.4 
MEVINS ALONE: ..2......00000..c0000--- : i 12.9 
Not Living Alone ................. ; : 10.8 

BPR ANDOU. cones. cen8suc.censscicaceseese : Py 11.3 
REVATIO PALLONG 5 253.0.cc0isseseseneenes. } ; 13.0 
Not Living Alone ................. i sh 9.4 

Other Households? ............... 8.1 
Single-Person Household 8.1 

Thi 


Multi-Person Household ...... 


4 Households not containing children, elderly persons, or disabled persons. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-19. Distribution of Participating Households by Income Type and Household Composition 





















Income Type 






Total 
Households 
Income ees: 
Number 






Household 
Composition 





Children .................. 
Single-Adult 
Household .......... 
Multiple-Adult 
Household .......... 
Other) ic.ccnteneee 


Elderly 2..2.-.stecssrs-s:- 
Living Alone .......... 
Not Living Alone ... 


Disabled ................... 
Living Alone .......... 
Not Living Alone ... 


Other Households> 
Single-Person ......... 
Multi-Person .......... 


@ The sum of individual categories does not match the table total because a household can have more than one of the characteristics in the table. 


b Households not containing children, elderly persons, or disabled persons. 
~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-20. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Disabled Persons by Selected 
Characteristics 


Total 2 cere Household With: 
pee : : = Elderly Disabled 
Household Characteristic Nurnperilibercent Children Children 
Cc ee 10,552 100.0 
Household Composition 
MSTA B CIN seccveeseces ons cctcvasevecs 36.6 
SSCDOOMA D6 Mes. -cc.ccctcsecsconessss 31.9 
IPLESCHOOINA DO uintccstacecsse-c:05- 14.0 
Elderly, Persons) 4y....:....::.:..-<3 12.9 
Disabled Persons ................-- 100.0 
Income Source and 
Countable Resources 
RSTOSSAITICOIME oe cecccc ce ocucsasceoses 100.0 
No Gross Income .................- - 
INGEAINCOM EG Ieets ccs ese sot esavtecaeness 93.9 
INOUNEEMNCOME 12-2 :..2-.2.cc.000020 6.1 
APEC INCOME Aes. .s.crecexees0--css 8.6 
Unearned Income’ «................ 100.0 
PAB DGRINCOMCtersccsscescsesccesesve 23.6 
NS ASE TIC ONTO Ic ccccecssey<sesceaceacs 4.5 
SS RRR ree couzcaceasceassosivesce 83.3 
Social Security Income ......... 38.8 
Countable Resources ............ 26.6 
Deductions 
MT Of al MOCCUCTION Ss2.;.2cs-sceea-cee 100.0 
Earned Income Deduction .... 8.6 
Dependent Deduction ........... 0.8 
Excess Shelter Deduction 64.6 
Medical Deduction ............... 6.4 
Food Stamp Benefit 
SiQioniessten 9.6 
Meta OU erties cance socescoxcooccrescssee 48.4 
DOMED OO Bet rsckeccss-ccevesssévcessen 26.6 
20) Ted OO Me cccs sari cuaccscsasoscedsi aces 10.3 
BO Mor Mores ae. cco. ceceacsecoecsssss 3.2 
Minimum Benefit ................. 9.4 
Maximum Benefit ................ 6.2 
Household Size 
52:3 
18.3 
ES 
8.9 
4.6 
4.6 





~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-21. Average Values of Selected Characteristics for Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, 
and Disabled Persons 


Average Monthly Values for Households With: 
Household Charactenistic 
: School Age | Preschool Age P . 
Children Children Children Elderly Disabled 


Income and Countable Resources 


Gross INCOME .............s-sesesseeeeesseeseeeeonees 665 
Net Income serceceesrcateecacseessastarcorenecesseaene 401 
Earned Income 43 
Unearned Income 622 
IAPDG Income iitecssccecescesteescccssnss cacnezener ss 66 
GAVINCOME ececsezcxesesesescerettoercsaenasessaneces 5 
See a iiacecctasscriceanadot- cust sousmepacdenmeessd: 344 
Social Security Income ...........--.-.-++-++++ 184 
Countable ReSOUmCES ............:::ssseeeeeeeees 95 
Income as a Percentage of Poverty 
Guildeline 
Gross INCOME eer re ceecccetecceeessestncecees 78.7 
ING tI COMME dccerettcosteeacatenccranscsctessecenacene ; 44.1 
Deductions 
Totaled uction wrrccrecesseresteee-2-cteneceeeet eee 272 
Earned Income Deduction .................:++++ 3 9 
Over Households With Deduction 99 
Dependent Deduction ............-.:::sssseeeee0 1 
Over Households With Deduction 180 
Excess Shelter Deduction ...............::006+ 120 
Over Households With Deduction 186 
Medical Deduction ..............c-sccscsse-seoeess a 
Over Households With Deduction 114 
Food Stamp Benefit ....................:::cceeeeee 107 
Household Size: 22.225.s.scccscreeseonsesasee sesedon cess : : , ‘ : PX | 
Certification Period ....................:.:ceeeee ; \ u : ; is! 





Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-22. Distribution of Participating Households With Earned Income and Unearned Income by Selected 
Characteristics 


otal Households Sleshl were Income Type 
[oe Income ee AFDC Income GA Income pEpeore’ 
Household Characteristic Income Income 
Number | Percent 


OD Brena ee teesceck casts svessrsseseoseo 
DCROOIWA BE 22.2 s..csenssersensecss0 
Preschool Age) 2..cs:.:2:.--c----- 


ideriygPersOns\-1--.c:ccse-2-00--> 
Disabled Persons 


Income Source and 
Countable Resources 


RGPOSSANCOME Aree ccsscecsacaceceess 
No Gross Income .................- 


IN GIOIN COMME: Paxese heres <scasseacsanet 
INGUNEt INCOME) %..<.-s-0...-2s5s° 


Barned INCOME <..5:..-.s.0-520+s0 
Unearned Income ................. 
PREP MGINCOMEC eeccccesccesaesceveres 
CABIN COME es 0s0 teases codeccoresvese 
IS SUIN COMME at. cte.ccecnscsreneracucs 
Social Security Income ......... 
Countable Resources ............ 


Deductions 


Moral DECUCtION :..sccrerecr estes: 
Earned Income Deduction .... 
Dependent Deduction ........... 
Excess Shelter Deduction 
Medical Deduction ................ 


Food Stamp Benefit 
STOQIOL ISeSS reece rete 


Minimum Benefit ................. 
Maximum Berefit ................ 


Household Size 





~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


of, 


Table A-23. Average Values of Selected Characteristics for Participating Households With Earned and Unearned 


Income 




































Average Monthly Values for Households With: 


AFDC or GA 
Income 


Household Characteristic 


Income and Countable Resources 


GOSS INCOME! srieteseccekessedaesarsseasnoveceereees 514 
INetsIn CONG et iieretecreesecennceensescrapeesecoonencs 259 
Earned Income ............s2s+ssssesecnereeseeenee 63 
Unearned Income ...........00....-0-cceeseensesvees 451 
FAFDG: Incomicmerectccncccseseteessteanceensvsteses 316 
GAN INCOME coe tea ccrsscsterestenercnccratensncteeeers 39 
CS Ee ee oe Pes rere ceencrcpe ec 60 
Social Security Income ..........-.-.::++-++ 20 
Countable ReSOUrces ............:::seeceeeeeeeeeee 46 
Income as a Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline 
Gross INCOME iiererercccresceeesrecereoteersnceeenes- 48.9 
Net Income oo ceeictieenchccrevtteasseasesccesastines 221 
Deductions 
Motall Deduction teeeccsteccsersvecsscarresstaeresenss 272 
Earned Income Deduction ..............2::++++ 13 
Over Households With Deduction 98 
Dependent Deduction .........-..::-ssssseeesses 4 
Over Households With Deduction 164 
Excess Shelter Deduction ................000+++ 121 
Over Households With Deduction 170 
Medical Deductions. -cesreccssscsseereseseesore 0 
Over Households With Deduction 98 
Food Stamp Benefit ....................:::::s0es00+ 226 
Household Size .................:c:ccccceceeseseeeeeeeeees : : ‘ , 3.0 


Certification Period ....................::cceeeeee 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-24. Distribution of Participating Households With Selected Household Characteristics by the Race and 
Citizenship of the Household Head and the Presence of a Household Member With Selected Employment Characteristics 















Total Houschotds | gest oul Households With: 


jetti re ze te Ss / _ 
Income 
Number | Percent 





Characteristic 
















VATS, 5 scene ne en 


ELIS PANIC irersteavceesscssesesri2 
SIAN Pet evecexerussssctvessscesi 


Citizenship of 
Household Head 
RES MC 1CIZEN estccecccseescctexe 
Permanent 
Resident Alien ............. 
MOthergA Hen ieee eee vores eees 
INKNO WI vec ccessceececestss 


Households With 
Migrant Worker ............. 
Military Employee 





~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-25. Distribution of Participating Households and Persons by Household Composition 














Participants in Households With 
Household Charactenstic 


Household Composition 
Percent 


Multiple Adults Without Children 


Female Head, No Spouse ..........-.:.:eeeeee+ 
Male Head, No Spouse ...............-:s-ssdse0eeee 2 0.3 
Female Head, Spouse Present .............-.--.- : 1.4 
Male Head, Spouse Present ............-.....++-+- : 1.8 
MO NKMOWM peace oseece cs teveteescestccnperartcsentssesacer : 0.0 
Single Adult With Children ...................0 ! 4 50.3 
Female: Head yoo tteccco ces tetescn sn cesecereseetes <<: : ‘ 47.7 
Male Head jet ncscoccsenesstcctecrssecssncnazasavesre Dal 
WK MOWM teiecccetasctecscessctscavevesesthecsasstesteateres 0.6 
Multiple Adults With Children .................... : ; : Zia 
Female Head, No Spouse .............:::0::::00++ : : 6.9 
MoaletHead NO: SpouSeitsrercrccscscecescensecesoer ! 0.6 
Female Head, Spouse Present ................... : ‘i 13.7 


Male Head, Spouse Present ................:2:+++ : : 6.3 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-26. Distribution of Participating Households by Household Size, Number of Elderly Persons, Disabled Persons, 
Children, Preschool Age Children, and School Age Children 














Total Household Size 
Households 


(000) 





Household Characterictic 






Number of School Age 








Children 
Oss Se ee er 4 
Ub cease tae ee eee 22 
OD Ste Ses ee eee 71 
8). cssceeSy eta ose ee 127 
EM etic SEO ee 127 
Sear reat sasssacovessessnsseeene 104 

Number of Preschool Age 
Children 





‘i By definition these are mutually exclusive categories; therefore, no households will be found in these categories. 
~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-27. Distribution of Participants by Sex, Age, and Race 
Total Participants Female Participants Male Participants 


Number Percent# Number Percent@ Number 
(000) (000) (000) 




















Participant Characteristic 
articipant Ch Percent® 








Elderly (60 or More) .............--++- PRI 
Unknown Ae .........:::esceceeeeeeeees 0.1 
Race 
Whites seco ni cercascerscresssssnosseseans 16.6 
African-American 13al 
RIS PANIC wees cesssssaretrenencersweesnvenaes 8.3 
WA SIAM eeecrctecoesastenceavecssteccsstectse 1.3 
Native American .............::000++ 0.6 


Wnknown! RACE eecesescesevctessnensaze 


4 Percent of all participants. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-28. Distribution of Participants by Thrifty Food Plan Sex-Age Groups and Household Size 


Household Size 





Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


aN, 


Table A-29. Distribution of Household Heads, All Participants, and Nonelderly Adult Participants by Work Registration 
Status and Employment Status 







































Household Heads All Participants Nonelderly Adult Participants 


Number Percent Number Percent Number 
(000) (000) (000) 





Employment/Work Registration Status Pecent 





Total eros screcee sense eto sttncce pestverscosttcuacas prwectsn sacs 
Work Registration Status 
Required to Register for Work ...........::ssseeeseeeeees : ; : : : 312 
Receiving E&T Services ...........-scscscseseceeeeeeeseoees 4 : 55) 
WithvAFDG ccpeetceescescesce ont teteseacccscscnaamestesesat> : : 3.1 
WiathouteA BL weeteteccercceacteeeetantcneersenserteere tras : : 2.4 
Not Receiving E&T Services ..........:ecsseeeeeseees ; : ° : ; 2507, 
FSP Work Registrants erce-ste-ceccecsecenssontreessecsess : : d 4 15.6 
AFDC Work Registrant ........-...:-scseeseeeserseees : : ; 10.1 
Exempt From Work Registration ..........+.-.++-1-1+0++ : : ; : : 67.5 
Under or Over Required Age ............::s:ceeeseeeeeeee : 5 ; : 0.7 
Disabled 20.3 
Pregnant 0.9 
: : 2.5 
Caretaker’ vc.c.c-cctectetinrcne ites qantonsctscasseccoscanecsarscrerts 4 : F ; 21.0 
Recipient: of Wliirteeecrccccr-s-seereveecesnasetenansessuenenarssy : K 14 
In Drug and Alcohol Treatment ...............:s0000000++ ! E 0.6 
Employed Full-time recscerececsereescesearerceseateecseser : : ‘ ; 13.6 
Student 2.3 
h : 0.9 
CORNER ese cece srcs sees tiitesorercccetevcrereectycczavartecteseenerrats : : a2 
VlUMtCe LS !eensccsacesteecoseccconcsconettseiactsucscscnscneesoressnees 0.5 
ako wiiegeresvcccatecsnecseveneesvedeocs.cerecascoucscenscotccecexcers 5 A 0.8 
Employment Status 
Employed! FulleTimeivererstsscsscsssssceresteceteecsersssensars ; : 12.3 
Employed) Part-Time (ecccccs.c-ccavess-nsccvecsessteccsvsecrscaten : ; 4.9 
Employed, Hours Unspecified ...............::c:sseeee+ ‘ Y eal 
Miprant/Rarm anor iecesccnceersece cesses ceseesvenesasescer ! ’ 0.0 
Primanily Self-Employed, Farming ................:.0:++ i 0.1 
Primarily Self-Employed, Nonfarming : f 0.9 
Active Duty Military Service ............:.sssseeseeseeeees ; : 0.0 
Unemployed sn vici.cc5..oss--acsencsusesscatssscasessesscosctceansesss F : 9.6 
Not-Employed (rctcccce-cascertoecretectsccuee at svccssenssertaes 4 : : ; 67.9 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-30. Distribution of Participants by Age-Related 
Characteristics 






Age-Related Characteristic 


Disabled ......... 


Other Pr-.:;..cce: 


Multiple Adults 


Children .............. 
Preschool Age .... 
School Age ......... 


Erving With ElGerl yxcccccecucccesrstececsece-snseoserestoeot 


Disabled ......... 
Other er 
Nonparents ......... 
Single Adults .. 
Disabled ........ 


Otherie-n ccs 


Multiple Adults 


PTV IN SAW AEM el GOL Vieeenre cree reaereeencesseeseesceses tse 


Disabled ........ 
Otherness. 


Elderly Adults .... 


Unknown Age ..... 


Participants 


Percent 











Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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APPENDIX B 


DETAILED TABLES OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS BY STATE 





Table B-1. Distribution of Participating Households by 
State 





















Percent 


Galifomide..ccctee: ; 
Golorado rrr ntecty 1.0 


Connecticut .............. 0.9 
Delawarev ss... 0.2 
Dist2 of Goliescartns: 0.4 
el onida even caccctetesss 5.6 
GOL gia cescss sesecate see 3.1 
GUAM eseceeteesesceccotts- ae 0.1 
HAW allirette cc cscssterccers 0.6 
Idaho's ceteterscesccerts eves 0.3 
WIN O1S Fee. nesceeosces 4.5 
[nGianassseeeresscceeseesses 1.5 
TOWal ecerstistetesacceseutesexs 0.7 
Kansas Gknsctesscscscssssaes 0.7 
Kentucky rrccecvseet-:-s- 1.8 
TOWISI ANA eeses eee -eetee ee 2.4 


Mattie tise ires.tessseresess 0.6 
Maryland? st..c..-cc:-.-+- 1.6 
Massachusetts .......... 1S 
Michi gan) fres..-.-cs-25--- 3.9 
Minnesotar.....-.-sc:---- Ez 
Mississippi ..........-..-- ey) 


MUISSOUEI tt -ceecsccreacess Die 
Montana .................-- 0.3 
Nebraska iti.c.0s.s0c+..s1 0.4 


ING Vad eeceec-i.2ccce-esees. 0.4 
New Hampshire 0.2 
New Jerse yie..-..c2s-s-- De, 
New Mexico .............. 0.8 
New York ........-...00. 9.3 
North Carolina 25 
North Dakota ............ 0.2 
ORO cc tite ccseverabeosce 4.4 
Oklahoma 1.4 
Oregon vattiersrcseerecesse: 3 
Pennsylvania ............ 4.7 
Rhode Island ............ 0.4 
South Carolina 1.3 
South Dakota ............ 0.2 
TENNESSEE eseveceseszesss 2.6 
TOK AS sorseetttocerestwesscse 8.4 
Utahns. sottet-caciccettscce- 0.4 
Viermionbersttersec-cteees:=> 0.2 
Virgin Islands ........... 0.1 
WAT TTEY « nccepeoteneottcs 22 
Washington .............- 2.0 
West Virginia ........... 1.1 
SWHSCONSIN aece-c--aeeceere 1.0 


WYOMING ......-.-..020++ 


@ Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match 
the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-2. Average Monthly Values of Selected Characteristics by State 


Average Monthly Values 


Gross Net Total 
Income Income Deduction 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 


Virgin Islands 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Countable | Food Stamp 
Resources Benefit 
(Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) 


Household 
Size 
(Persons) 





Centfication 
Penod 
(Months) 


Table B-3. Distribution of Participating Households by Poverty Status and by State 


Gross Income as a rae of the Poverty Guideline 


ieiesoneries ) om 51% - 100% 101% or More 


TAC EN ee 86 
Alabama .................+- 8] 
PAL ASK A cecsecresennecesssee? 16.0 
PASAZONA eet toe csesencnebes-t 6.7 
Arkansas ............2.005+ 95 
California’ -....<.<.:..s203 5.5 
Colorado «.<...6:.2:s.c0s0-: 10.3 
Gonnecticut <..........:-. : 17.5 
PCLAWATE cocscdescsessos0ss ! ! : 10.8 
MOisteot Col) .cs.-cseasese: 3.8 
Re ORI aweeese ss stocccscacee 8.0 
ICOT RIA on ceeseesoosesssnces 95 
MGGMATT (easocatevsbetcssencssree 9.1 
TENG AT) Sea eeeeeeneer 55 
MAINO Ue ctczacssnenseassecsoces 12.3 
MUPINOUS Eoraccessssteveectvset 5.4 
AN GIAN Alea esccecoscssee 13.2 
NOW oetecccncesececervespasecs 1233 
ISANSAS eoctacancesascscsenee ] } : 12.4 
INENtUCKY, 2... -26<sec-eces ] h : TS: 
BEQUISIANA, <coeccsenosesusess i : i 5:3 
IAAI etceess cas axoisiacsees? i E é Se 
Maryland .................. I : : 6.6 
Massachusetts .......... ! : 12.5 
MERCI SAN es -02-vaeeecs ees ! 5 : 8.2 
Minnesota 9.6 
Mississippi : é 7.8 
IVMASSOUT cessa25-csessor0sc8 u d : 10.2 
Montana ...... 11.0 
Nebraska ..... 15.1 
INGVAGA co scyeceescse-seesse> 9.5 
New Hampshire 1 e/ 
INC WHIETSEY, J) -ccscs-s<0-s- d : A 8.6 
New Mexico ............. H } i 8.8 
ING Wi OFK ccsacsccsacesectt 8.4 
North Carolina 10.9 
North Dakota ............ 11.7 
(0) Yee 9.4 
Oklahoma ..........-...<:- : 7.8 
RC DON ee sseaecesccstsanscts u : : 11.0 
Pennsylvania ............ I k . 8.9 
Rhode Island ............ ! : : 8.6 
South Carolina i : : 8.0 
South Dakota ............ i 7 3 9.2 
Tennessee ..........000:0++ K : : 10.8 
IS TOS See | f : : 8.8 
tahoe oo oe 4 
Mermorit ec: coases---e ! : : 15.1 
Virgin Islands ........... 5.7 
Vireiniaeeeerc se : 11.2 
Washington ...........-.. \ : : SEU 
West Virginia ........... 8.0 
WWASCONSIN <.......eeeerer 15.2 
WYOMING \.cs2..cecsesss-=- 13.0 





4 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-4. Distribution of Participating Households by Shelter-Related Characteristics and 






























by State 
Deduction Cap Monthly Average 
Shelter Shelter 
Number Percent Number Percent Expense Deduction@ 
(000) (000) (Dollars) (Dollars) 


Total Me tes 
Alabama) @.:cc--<.cnss-->- 
Alaska eestccccccseseacsacsss 
ATIZONA J ce-ccsetscpsceenese 
ATKANSAS scesrect eetesssce 
Califormia’ s.r - 
Golorad0\ce-:e.ccsaseereees 
Connecticutiz.:cceeeae 
Delaware? .. scsz:..c-ccsase: 
Florida cetacean 
Georpialerercscssecerease 
Guam 2e.csecse teres 
HAWAII citeacscccsespssezeses 
Thana. <<: es <-<ctcresteast 
Illinois ..... 
Indiana ..... 
Towa ......... 
KANSAS \..ccccccccocercnsstest 
Kentuck yieess-ccceteseterer : : 121 
Louisiana oscc.ccsceesectee 3 142 
Maine ies. cnracece-cttereserce : : 222 
Maryland\isc-ss--2ece- : : 151 
Massachusetts .......... 218 
Michigany):.<--:-a0e:---- } : 189 
Minnesota ................+ : : 162 
Mississippi ............... ! : 123 
Sey tee 145 
156 
139 
191 
New Hampshire : 158 
New Jersey se:-cece- ; 207 
New Mexico ............. . : 132 
INGw YOrk:-cscseseeeceee 251 
North Carolina 138 
North Dakota ............ 182 
(8) NU ee cee Res 143 
Oklahoma ................. ; 139 
Ore gone.secscsee ea : ; 159 
Pennsylvania ............ S ! 184 
Rhode Island ............ : : 210 
South Carolina 106 
South Dakota ............ 178 
SRENNESSCE yess scereeereeee : 144 
TeX AS ye tec nceee ce ; : 139 
Utalete-coe.:-.:. cere 161 
Vermont €22.....cteeseeeece : i 213 
Virgin Islands ........... : : 101 
VArgimia..2:-cess.cteeeces-s2 3 ; 146 
Washington .............. : L 188 
West Virginia ........... : 129 
WiSCOnSiNi:s sates : 169 


4 Over households with a shelter deduction. 


> Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-5. Distribution of Participating Households by Selected Characteristics and by State 


7c With: 


lo ashi oo Te] eee ae ee Income AFDC or GA 

ee = eS SS 
BD OCA eare ssc. dessvonsni- 42.9 
Alabamaltcsscscs.cccssrsees 16.8 
PlaSkavpetecsctesscecsasexss 64.5 
ATIZOMA ersthsssecsnseasesss5 41.0 
WATKONSAS ete reccs overs cee : 3 E 19.2 
Galiformiaets-..<;-.0:2 E : 5 i 75.6 
Colorado. escanctesess:. ; : ; " 44.6 
COnnecticut<.....s0c-<.- : i : : 73.6 
Delaware Meer. ssssxsssees ; s : : 44.9 
DISEROLACON. S.cescevecs=s: : : : 52.5 
PlOriGa pictttet. osicvecceeee : : i : 34.2 
GeO Ga ie. .tsscccscsnsess i Baia) 
CEUVEN TET 53 eee eee : : ; ; 47.6 
Hawai etecvecstscaxccascses 48.6 
Idaho reetiscesvsseuess 40.8 
Illinois ..... 54.4 
Indiana ..... 28.5 
BOW scetetiresaceiss secsanaess ; : ; Sle! 
INANSAS porstessascesccences H : i : 35.6 
INONGUCK Y seseeessesessc<- i : : ‘ 35:5 
ECOUISIANA Ties. oe ces ess. : é ; : 2:2 
Maineyeec 28.8 
Maryland 49.5 
Massachusetts .......... : : aps! 
Michi gan icrcre<ss0ss:=z0 ; : : : 42.0 
Minnesota ................. : i : J 49.0 
Mississippi ............--. : : : : 23.4 
IMUSSOUNTI ttesee-:acyeeeu<ss : ; ; Pls 31.8 
Montana t..i.:.5.<.c0s0 36.5 
Nebraska -serete-coscees Sie }57/ 
INGVadalgcis ta stcsssseseces 29.1 
New Hampshire : 50.1 
INGWLJETSEY  rasesecncesees : F : : 5219 
New Mexico ............. 3 : : : 36.3 
ING Wa XOTK oes ssercucet-- : : : : ee 
North Carolina 28.6 
North Dakota ............ 26.9 
Ohio eer ter. c. 39.8 
Oklahoma ................. Z| 
Oregoneeen scene: : J : : 33.3 
Pennsylvania ............ 2 7 : : 47.8 
Rhode Island ............ 2 ; : : 53.1 
South Carolina 29.6 
South Dakota ............ i : : ; 21.3 
Tennessee ........00000000- : : : : 26.0 
Texasse te ei: 26.4 
tale coe Wie ac cspciches 31.7 
Vermont ©.tcceciccccsssae- 52.2 
Virgin Islands ........... 26.5 
Virginia fee i : 24.3 
Washington .............. : : : . 49.6 
West Virginia ........... 26.4 
WVASCONSIM cecsreperevasesse 48.6 
WYOMING ..........0000+- 34.6 





4 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-6. Distribution of Participating Households by Selected Income Sources and by State 


Households With: 


e€ 


Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 





Total®: 0.8.2 .5;0ce seen 24.1 22:5 
Alabamaigacsteeceecte 29.1 
Alaskawee.crccscc<nccersaes 24.3 
FAYIZOM A eeceet sececeetewesss 26.7 
Arkansas <<, ccscsccseeee> A he 
California :.-.:.-sesss Z : ; 23.6 
ColoradO eres : ; i 27.6 
Connecticut G..ccsccesss : ; . : 11.8 
Delaware: <:.ccccsseccte--+- : : ! : Zoe 
Dist:of'Col.ck.ccsetese- ; A ape} 
Floridatcc.ctts:es : ; : : Heys Ge 
Georgia merenecce rere i 2551. 
Guam ec Acsescresncseeeees ‘ ! , 24.8 
Hawallll eccccsosssaceveates 157 
Wdahiogessc.ccscecteces 33.5 
TlinOlS\eheccc-szesnseeees 13.9 
Indiana Is} 
Towa ........... 31.5 
Kansas ; : 27.0 
Kentucky ccscsesenresanes : ! : : Puy \h 
Wouisianas..sccececeesses : : i 28.2 
Maine ftees-c.ceoscsctscencs ; } ; : oles 
Maryland ..............04.- ; 3 : : 16.5 
Massachusetts .......... EZ j k 11.4 
Michigan ................-- : : ; : 25.9 
Minnesota ................. . ‘ Q : 19.0 
Mississippi perccestseeene: : : : 25.8 
MisSOUstiersseceeeereeeet } : ; 25.6 
Montana =: :,scs-.cecceeests 30.2 
Nebraska: it;:25..-ssseceses 34.9 
Nevadage-s.cccessssestecs: 19.8 
New Hampshire k 19% 
Newersey e.--ssn : ; . : 13:2 
New Mexico ...........-- : Y : 30.5 
Newa0rk <c-ce-..szersees- 11.6 
North Carolina 24.3 
North Dakota ............ eye | 
Ohiogeteticces ees 19.2 
Oklahoma‘. ‘ ! é fi 25c 
Oregon ares : ‘ ‘ A 312 
Pennsylvania ............ s : s ; 18.5 
Rhode Island ............ : : ; 5 127 
South Carolina 28.3 
South Dakota ............ BR lee 
Tennessee 2301 
Texas 34.2 
Utahtreer. costes. teeees 33.5 
Vermont : 29.8 
Virgin Islands ........... : ; f 36.5 
Virginia c...ca: caer : : : 24.6 
Washington .............. : ; i ; 14.5 
West Virginia ........... i é ; 24.0 
Wisconsin ................- f : : f PS 
WYOMING ices corer 39.9 


4 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 
~ No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-7. Average Monthly Values of Selected Income Sources by State 


Average Monthly Values 


State 






699 

711 

781 

746 

768 

590 

771 

592 

sqetswcbebenesaies 747 

711 

750 

735 

952 

773 

748 

633 

758 

626 

Seseeteg ee 701 
Kentucky 733 
Louisiana 652 
Mame acccsencessstescceexs 693 
Maryland) o.cc.cccese.--s G32 
Massachusetts .......... 619 
MITCH DAN cce-csccesses-=-e 583 
Minnesota ................. 652 
Mississippi ............... 696 
IMISSOUPI Toc <ssecscecsescsss 784 
IMONtANAT....ccocvevcess-s 697 
Nebraska <......cc.cees.+c 721 
INGVad a ate cccescsercsecsesx 806 
New Hampshire 742 
New Jersey) .csc..csss5-2- 781 
New Mexico ............. 784 
ING WHY Of Kitesc.cceceveceeocs 655 
North Carolina 734 
North Dakota ............ 597 
ONC) eee eee oe 698 
Oklahoma’. .cesscecsesscsee 712 
One PONE cereccrecnevesseoees 662 
Pennsylvania ............ 632 
Rhode Island ............ 622 
South Carolina 728 
South Dakota ............ 578 
RPEMNCSSCON cescceeacsces 724 
SLEX aS Pr ere cescoo ce 787 
tal veavcecseccecancesese 789 
Vermont tetreccscz-c.ssses0: 591 
Virgin Islands ........... 785 
Virpiniager rer 736 
Washington .............. 705 
West Virginia ........... 1e& 
Wisconsin ...........-.+-+ 647 
WYOMING .........ceeeee 724 


@ Average values are over households with income source. 
— No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-8. Distribution of Entrant Households With and Without Expedited Service by State 



















Entrant Households Entrant Households 
Total Entrant With Expedited Without Expedited 
Households Service Service 


State Percent 


Alabama etic.cce.ccsss: 1 ies 
Alaska -cesteccstesc-ses 0 1 69.2 
JATIZONA eee cee 3 8 76.2 
Arkansas aiiecsgeececsees a2 5 76.4 
Galiformiayerressecrrrece 11 1 73.2 
Coloradowmereccecssee 2 4 69.5 
Connecticut .............. - 3 100.0 
Delaware ..............0+ 0 1 60.1 
Dist of\Colteecess-:-s-s 1 0 375 
Florida: acetecececsce 5 5 62.8 
Georgia eis secesccss-cse> 6 6 73.9 
Guaiicccccmersccresseoees 0 0 69.7 
Ha walla scntceecoscsccsess-s 1 2 75.3 
Idaho. fester 1 2 71.6 
Illinois 6 1 64.1 
Indiana 3 7 TRS 
TOWai <scccsettestacee 1 2 68.3 
Kansas 1 2 81.0 
Kentuck yiiecrcsteccssacces 2 7. TENT! 
Touisianalcerc.cseccs--0s< 5 2 iad 
Maine oe Setccsccnssteazess 0 He Tha / 
Maryland .................. 1 5 84.2 
Massachusetts .......... 2 7 75.0 
Michigan .... 6 5 48.1 
Minnesota <.:....:.......-. 4 1 3 68.4 
Mississippi ............... 6 2 4 68.9 
Missouri ees 4 4 2 36.0 
Montana Qitececr.ssccscnss 1 0 1 78.9 
Nebraskaieee..ctr-c:.0--5: 3 1 2 79.0 
N@Vada eatin. cesceccs cers 3 0 2 89.4 
New Hampshire ....... 1 1 1 44.6 
New Jerseyiesnecess-e- 5 1 5 85.1 
New Mexico ............- 4 1 3) 66.4 
New York .............500 30 6 25 80.9 
North Carolina ......... 16 5 11 69.4 
North Dakota ............ 1 0 0 55.0 
8) eiterncccsccn eer 23 6 17 ee? 
Oklahomatre:---.- 9 4 6 60.5 
Ore gon e.setvtecstecnsteses 6 1 6 90.7 
Pennsylvania ............ 11 U 4 39.4 
Rhode Island ............ 1 0 1 60.8 
South Carolina ......... 6 1 5 79.2 
South Dakota ............ 1 0 1 55.9 
TONNeSSOE Peecres.cicesssee 12 2 9 81.2 
SOX OS Hee eine ccscecevee 50 8 22 43.8 
Utah ener 3 1 2. 62.2 
VErmMoONt escrsecessccvensse 2 1 1 68.8 
Virgin Islands ........... 0 0 = a 

Mirginiaipecce. sce seess<.c0 11 5 6 55.8 
Washington .............. 12 3 9 75.6 
West Virginia ........... 5 1 5 87.4 
Wisconsin Gtecssescsecee 4 0 3 90.7 
Wyoming ........-.....00- 1 0 1 TN 


4 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 
~ No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-9. Distribution of Participating Households by Race/Ethnic Origin of Household Head and by State 


Race/Ethnic Ongin of Pore ara Head 







Nn 
_ 


















2 : 
Sencsedcdccacduacse 1 0.6 
evcverccacnccecssceccs 6 40. 1 
sveadeavesusersshe sca 24 15.3 
Dencsceasbaseweb ans 1 0.6 
eeE See wanale wens 155 13.3 
paneeesecastuureves 4 a2 
iat i ee 2 2.4 
Rr ees 0 0.2 
0 0.7 
6 0.9 
6 2 0.6 
0 5 96.9 
1 38 64.6 
meunnpureesuesceewdesey 4 1 pes | 
46 9 2.0 
4 22 1e2 
1 2 2.4 
3 2 3.0 
ISCTICUCK Y b-ceescsctesene see 0 ] 0.5 
AOWISTAN Ay esecreres scare ets 2 4 137. 
IM BING). becesensseoeetecess 0 0 0.6 
Maryland <.ss:..-¢-s0----> 3 6 bus! 
Massachusetts .......... 35 11 6.7 
IMICHIP AN T cs-csccereresese 9 4 0.9 
Minnesota ................. 6 16 12.9 
Mississippi ..............- 0 1 0.4 
IMEISSOUM seeoe-asciteetdiacee 1 2 0.7 
Montana! © cz..<ctseeeesece 0 6 22.1 
Nebraska © .ce.ccssesesess+s 3 2 43 
ING VAN -..teccin.s<cceesee-e> 6 2 3.4 
New Hampshire 0 | S22 
ING WE JEISCY teccccgteeee =< 54 4 1.8 
New Mexico .............. $2 10 11.1 
ING Wi) OFK eenccconrtersss 299 76 el 
North Carolina 4 8 2.9 
North Dakota ............ 0 3 20.6 
(O) ole seers sec eee ees 6 3 0.7 
Oklahoma ceces-cs--cese sss 3 13 8.9 
Ore goniketenavnecrestens- 7 6 4.5 
Pennsylvania ............ 41 10 2 
Rhode Island ............ 6 3 8.1 
South Carolina 0 0 0.3 
South Dakota ............ 0 5 27.7 
Tennessee ..........00000++ 0 1 0.5 
1S, C1 Oe Ree a | 432 10 1.1 
Utahies seni ees 5 3 6.2 
Vermont cscece.csdecss-.: 0 0 1.3 
Virgin Islands ........... 1 2 21.2 
Wircinialenrrs eee 5 6 2.5 
Washington .............. 16 22 10.5, 
West Virginia ........... 0 1 1.2 
WW ISCOMSINy-ceseesseesee=ces 7 8 7.2 
Wyoming .............:.-+- l 1 9.1 


4 Other includes Asian, American Indian and Unknown. 


b Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-10. Distribution of Participants by Age and by State 
Preschool School Age Nonelderly Elderly 
Age Child Child Adult Adult Age 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 

































@aliforntaiec see ae 
Coloradom:scseteerseess 
COnnectiCute.:.cr-avesee 


Kentucky? -ccsserresesss- 
Wowisiana ec ceescse-- <2 
Malinte eb ccconeccscssee 
Maryland tresce.ree0: 


Michigan frcscescessssesese 
Minnesotaiecccesesssseeeee 
Mississippi ...........--.- 
Missoun 
Montana 
Nebraska .... 

Nevada an. ctcneertotes 
New Hampshire 
INGwW Jersey merece sscrct: 
New Mexico ............. 


Oregon Frscscstsreress=s2s 
Pennsylvania ............ 
Rhode Island ............ 


South Dakota ............ 
WPEMNeSSGe messes terre 
TOXaS essen ccosetersccnes 


Virgin Islands ........... 
Virginia ice.-crececscesses 
Washington .............. 
West Virginia ........... 
Wisconsiniessen ces 
Wyoming tiieercaess 


4 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


~ No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-11. Distribution of Participants by Citizenship Status and State 





Permanent Resident | Refugees, Asylees, Oeneealen 
Alien and Deportees 


Number Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 


All Participants | Citizen, Bom in U.S.| Naturalized Citizen 


MEQIOTACO sccsccsncssctesses- 
Connecticut «............. 


Sao om Soro Soho oe 


Ane OKNDOTCOCSO 


INOntucky <......0..2..----- 
MEOUISIANA |ensescocsedocssese 


Ne 
Sle any 5 AM WSSS 
SCNOWUNHKENN AICO 


—_ 
_ 


AVENGED QUI seco see ds<2ce= 


Ore Oo 
j=) 
\o 


Minnesota ................. 
Mississippi ............... 


WAor DOr OoOnfuUhOK 
—-he ON Oo 


— 


meMmMoooc°oodce 


nRooSn 


Pennsylvania ............ 
Rhode Island ............ 
South Carolina 

South Dakota ............ 
Tennessee ................. 


Eno 


COR CON RK KR RK HWMODNK DOK KDOK KH OW 


Ne— 
Comore NOUNOCN 


Ww 


omer NS 


West Virginia 
WASCONSIN Weretessensts 


Orme MANO RKCOCOCOKNNS 
N 


~ No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-12. Distribution of All Permanent Resident Alien FSP Participants by State and Age 

Children Nonelderly Adult Elderly Adult 

Hes Number Percent Number Percent Number 
(000) (000) (000) 



















State Percent 


















































Total factions 260 

Alabama eeicserc.teetcescccseoasare eee = 
Alaska ceescscccesccsoesccssecnscscusastecses 1 0 16.9 
ATIZOMN a eee ee coteaccass cae se eons 6 5 152 
Arkansas jccocctecstevecesoccscsscrencsesevsee ] 0 18.3 
Galiformiats..cateccacroeesse tee 93 23 5.) 
Colorado) ecto 2 6 2 18.3 
Connecticutges.cspscecee eet 2 5 3 25.35 
peas eA Pa ie te Bn ak en 0 0 0 2. 
0 0 0 33.5 
Dees Bes eae ire 4 82 49 31.7 
Perea AL Let owes Reese tt oicaes 2 3 1 ws 
SR MONE a ere a ee ee ee 0 1 1 49.5 
1 3 4 55.8 
2 1 28.2 
9 20 6 35.6 
0 1 0 7fS 
0 1 0 13 
0 1 1 25.4 

Kentucky, c.sscccqcccccsessocesceccrenvasnees 0 1 - 
ME QUISTAN A Fe sores ecssszecccesect sceneries 1 23 1 24.4 
Matinee cress ssvosccceeeseemiere 0 0 41.0 
Maryland :z.2...-ceessssiesisecebseatesctvocs 4 5 5 34.4 
Massachusetts erecs-ccccersscesssetercecss 5 17 4 14.1 
Michigan ciccscceczecscsecasesscvecteteeese» 2 7 2 21.1 
Minnesota 2 6 1 15.0 
Mississippi 0 0 0 39.8 
MUSSOUSI escstesssececcestessscdes-coesross 2 2 1 11.2 
Montana yesccstsasttessccexevescecrstecceeses - 0 0 23.8 
Nebraska ©. ccstcsct-soccsecsaseccsueratness 0 ] 0 16.8 
Nevada Bice tote sccsercscctrcenete en 0 2 1 34.8 
New Hampshire csccce:ccseeeeveeee 0 0 0 22.4 
NeéwiJersey/ cxucetrccessssencecsssexccsees 9 17 7 21.8 
NEW: MeXiCOlfacsttccccccessccteacsmectens 1 11 2: 13.8 
New V.0rkieicessesssatscccesoteanee 44 130 76 30.3 
3 - 3 0 7.6 

0 0 0 - 
11 1 5 5 47.9 
2 1 1 0 jes) 
Oregons. cece. seer sossesncsscsnteess trees 8 1 6 2 19.6 
Pennsylvania etece-cctecescaeeeeeesteacc 10 1 5 3 35.1 
Rhodewslandieeeesecrc etre 6 1 3 2 28.0 

South! Dakotas. c eee 0 0 0 - 
Tennessteee xcs 2 1 1 0 20.1 
TOXAS <oece tere eres 244 6 179 9 11.8 
tahiti ere e ects ss eee 2 0 1 0 PRG) 
Vermont 0 0 0 0 13.3 
ViroinvIslandscesescccsecsceecertteeecs 5 1 3 1 11.8 
VAT gina pecans wecsseeesscueeecstetgioees 10 Z 4 5) 44.3 
Washin ston) cocccgerscctactesaxsctses 22 4 12 5 24.1 
WestaVircinia eeeeeeest eee 1 0 ] 0 13.9 
Wisconsin tt ec.ttecce cesses ee 8 3 5 1 9.3 
TY deers ee eee: See ee 0 0 0 29.0 





~ No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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APPENDIX C 


POVERTY INCOME GUIDELINES FOR FISCAL YEAR 1996 
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Table C. HHS Poverty Income Guidelines for Fiscal Year 1996 FSP” 
Continental 
United States. 
Guam, and the 





Household Size Virgin Islands Alaska Hawaii 

1 $8.610 

4 TES 50 

3 14.490 

a 17,430 

5 20,370 

6 23,310 

i 26,250 

8 29,190 

Each Additional Member +2,940 


*These numbers, which were used as poverty guidelines for the FSP in fiscal year 1996, were 
issued by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and published in the February 1995 
Federal Register. Dividing these 1994 HHS guidelines by 12 and rounding up to the nearest dollar 
value produces the fiscal year 1996 monthly net income limits for the FSP (see Appendix D). The 
Bureau of the Census establishes different poverty thresholds which are used primarily for statistical 
purposes. 


Source: 60 Federal Register 27, February 9, 1995. 
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APPENDIX D 


FSP MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS AND NET MONTHLY 
INCOME ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS 
IN FISCAL YEAR 1996 
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Table D-1. FSP Maximum Allowable Gross Monthly Income Eligibility Standards 


in Fiscal Year 1996 










Continental 
United States, 
Guam. and the 
Virgin Islands 














Household Size Alaska 


Each Additional Member 


Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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Table D-2. FSP Maximum Allowable Net Monthly Income Eligibility Standards in 
Fiscal Year 1996 





Continental 
United States, 
Guam, and the 
Household Size Virgin Islands Hawaii 
$718 
963 
1,208 
1,453 
1,698 
1,943 
2,188 
2,433 
Each Additional Member +245 
*The fiscal year 1996 FSP net income limits are based on the 1995 poverty guidelines 
which were issued by the Department of Health and Human Services and published in the 
February 1995 Federal Register. FNS derived the fiscal year 1996 net income limits by dividing 
the 1995 poverty guidelines by 12 and rounding up to the nearest dollar. The 1995 poverty 
guidelines were developed on the basis of the 1994 Census poverty thresholds. This means that 
the net income limits applied to food stamp households in fiscal year 1996 are based on 1994 


poverty measures. 


Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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APPENDIX E 


VALUE OF STANDARD, MAXIMUM DEPENDENT-CARE, 
AND EXCESS SHELTER EXPENSE DEDUCTIONS IN THE 
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND 
OUTLYING AREAS IN FISCAL YEAR 1996 
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Table E. Value of Standard, Maximum Dependent-Care, and Excess Shelter Expense Deductions 
in the Continental United States and Outlving Areas in Fiscal Year 1996 


Maximum Dependent Care** 









Excess Shelter 











Continental United States ..... $200/$175 $247 
Alaska @eremees area ci ares ou $200/$175 429 
Hawall@eerer tte actus eer s os $200/$175 353 
(EXTEN 5.35 eae Ol cee eS eee $200/$175 300 


Ble, EAS eve POND $200/$175 


*The household limit on the dependent-care deduction is equal to the maximum dependent-care deduction 
multiplied by the number of dependents in the household. 


"The higher dependent-care deduction pertains to dependents under age 2; the lower deduction is for dependents 
age 2 or more. 


Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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APPENDIX F 


VALUE OF MAXIMUM FOOD STAMP BENEFIT IN 
THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND 
OUTLYING AREAS IN FISCAL YEAR 1996 
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Table F. Value of Maximum Food Stamp Benefit in the Continental United States and Outlying Areas in Fiscal 
Year 1996*° 












Household 


Virgin 
Size 


Islands 


WES: Urban Rural | Rural II Hawaii Guam 





$153 

: 281 

402 

a 511 

5 607 

6 728 

tl 805 

8 920 

Each Additional 
Member 


*The maximum benefit values are effective from October 1, 1995 to September 30, 1996 and are based on 103 percent 
of the cost of the Thrifty Food Plan in the preceding June for a reference family of four, rounded to the lowest dollar 
increment. 


’Due to the unusual nature of Alaskan terrain and climate, areas outside major urban centers are less accessible to 
food distributors. Therefore the value of the maximum benefit is adjusted to account for differences in the estimated cost of 


the Thrifty Food Plan in various regions. All regions of the state are classified as Rural I, Rural II, or Urban for this purpose. 


Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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APPENDIX G 


SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES 


{ 


19R1TOe 





The Sample 


The estimates in this report are derived from a sample of households selected for review as part of the 
Integrated Quality Control System (IQCS). an ongoing review of food stamp household circumstances. 
The IQCS is designed to determine (1) if households are eligible to participate or are receiving the 
correct benefit amount and (2) if household participation is correctly denied or terminated. The IQCS 
is based on a national probability sample of approximately 50.000 participating food stamp 
households, and on a somewhat smaller number of denials and terminations. The national sample of 
participating households collected in the IQCS is stratified by the 50 states, the District of Columbia. 
Guam, and the Virgin Islands. Annual required state samples range from a minimum of 300 to 2.400 
reviews, depending on the size of the state's caseload. State agencies select an independent sample 
each month that is generally proportionate to the size of the monthly participating caseload.! 


The estimates presented in Appendices A and B of this report are derived from the fiscal year 1996 
IQCS sample of participating food stamp households. Monthly samples from October 1995 through 
September 1996 make up the fiscal year 1996 data. 


Target Universe 


The target universe of this study included all participating households (active cases) subject to quality 
control review in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin Islands.’ 


While almost all participating food stamp households are included in the target universe, certain types 
of households not amenable to review are not included. Specifically, the universe includes all 
households receiving food stamps during the review period except those in which the participants (1) 
died or moved outside the state; (2) received benefits through a disaster certification authorized by 
FNS; (3) were under investigation for FSP fraud (including those with pending fraud hearings) and/or 
were appealing a notice of adverse action; or (4) received restored benefits in accordance with the state 
manual, but were otherwise ineligible. The sampling unit within the universe each month is the active 
food stamp household as specified in FNS regulations. 


Weighting 


The estimates for fiscal year 1996 in this report are based on a sample of 50,883 valid observations. 
The sample records have been weighted, based on the number of households participating in the food 
stamp program in each month in fiscal year 1996 as reported to FNS.” Thus, when the sample is 


'Several states have integrated the food stamp, AFDC, and Medicaid QC sample selection and review 
process. In these States, monthly sample sizes are not necessarily proportional to monthly caseload sizes. 


Participating households in Guam and the Virgin Islands have been included in the target universe since 
fiscal year 1993. Prior to that year our universe excluded households in those areas. 


3Case record sample weights of states that had disproportionately stratified quality control sample 
designs were adjusted to reflect the stratification. 


oF 


weighted, it contains the total number of households that actually participated in the FSP over any 
given time period. A separate person-level weight was not created. however. Therefore, although the 
number of households in the weighted sample is equal to the number of households found in program 
operations data provided by FNS, the number of participants in the weighted sample is not exactly 
equal to the number in program data. Specifically, when the average size of the households in the 
sample is larger than the average size of the households in the entire food stamp caseload. as was the 
case in fiscal year 1996, the number of participants is overstated. 


Comparison to Participation Data 


The following table compares the quality control sample-based estimates to aggregate program 
participation data for fiscal year 1996 





Fiscal Year 1996 





Average Monthly Value Program Data IQCS Sample 
Number of households 10,552,505 10,551,656? 
Number of participants 2.355302 25,925,115 
Value of benefits $1,875,3 19,662 $1,840,612,630 
Average household size 2.42 2.46 
Average benefit per person $73.45 $71.00 


*The difference between the household counts from the program data and the IQCS 
data is due to incomplete sample data from the California, Wisconsin and the Virgin 
Islands. Because the program data monthly average is based on 12 months of data 
from these states, but the sample monthly average is based on less than 12 months 
of data, the two averages are not equal. 


Income Decision Rule 


Several household-level income and deduction variables are both reported and can be calculated by 
summing across reported person-level variables. Gross income is the key variable since the earned 
income and excess shelter expense deductions and net income depend on gross income, and benefit 
levels depend on net income. The data on which this report is based were edited to achieve internal 
consistency. The reported and calculated values for fiscal year 1996 for selected variables are 
presented in appendix Table I. 


Completion Rates 


Failure to complete reviews for all cases subject to review can bias the sample results if the 
characteristics of unreviewed households are significantly different from those of reviewed households. 
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While there are no direct measures of such differences. the ratio of complete reviews to total sample 
cases selected for review provides an indication of the magnitude of any potential bias. The number 
of cases subject to review, the number of valid observations. and the estimated completion rates for 


fiscal year 1996 are as follows: 


IQCS Sample 
Fiscal Year 1996 


Number of cases subject to review 57,643 
Number of cases completed Siezo0 


Estimated completion rate 88.9% 


ao 


Table G. Comparison of Calculated and Reported Values for Selected Variables of Participating Households, Fiscal Year 
1996 


Households With: 


All 
Variable Households Elderly Children Disabled 


Average Gross Income (Dollars) 


Calculated! ses aie eee eae 665 

Reported) <.c 1. fe een ere 673 
Average Net Income (Dollars) 

Caiculated|ia eee ieee ee eee 400 

Reported <...4-- > sasusseteeoxcnaieianaceea 382 
Average Total Deduction (Dollars) 

Calculated 3.0... « <clcnessieubeae toes Dae 

Reportedie. es ee ein errr 268 
Average Food Stamp Benefit (Dollars) 

Calculated’s. 3. bane ee cee ere eee 107 

Reported ity a ty hens kee ee 110 
Percent With Zero Gross Income 

Calculated ae ee ee eres 0.0 

Reported ici. see ies 2 crete one 0.1 
Percent With Zero Net Income 

Calculated (2-7: -gs canoe aenae cole ee 6.1 

IReportedeemey et stor eee en al 
Percent With Minimum Benefit 

Calculated" erect ce eter hr eer 9.4 

Reported tak. es te othe eee 8.4 





Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Sampling Error 


The estimates of the characteristics of food stamp households in this report are based on a sample of 
households and, consequently, are subject to statistical sampling error. One indicator of the magnitude 
of the sampling error associated with a given estimate is its standard error. Standard errors measure 
the variation in estimated values that would be observed if multiple replications of the sample were 
drawn. The magnitude of the standard errors depends on: (1) the degree of variation in the variable 
within the population from which the sample is drawn; (2) the design of the sample. including such 
issues as stratification and sampling probabilities; and (3) the size of the sample on which the estimate 
is based. This appendix presents estimates of the standard errors associated with key statistics and 
outlines methods for estimating the standard errors of other statistics for which standard errors have 
not been directly calculated. 


Standard Errors 


The standard error of an estimated proportion of households, s,, based on a simple random sample ts: 


(1) ss, = yp(.-py/n 


where p is the weighted estimate of the proportion, and n is the sample size.' The standard error of 
an estimated number of households, s,, based on a simple random sample is: 


(2) Sy = N yp(1-p)/ 


where N is the number of households in the population. These formulas for the standard errors of 
estimates based on a simple random sample do not necessarily apply to estimates derived from 
more complex samples, such as the stratified sample of the IQCS. In this appendix, standard 
errors calculated using equations (1) and (2) are referred to as "naive standard errors." Standard errors 
can be estimated more accurately using a replicate sample method.” 


'More precisely, is the sample size corresponding to the population that forms the 
denominator or “base” of the proportion being estimated. When the base is all food stamp households 
in fiscal year 1996, as in the Tables in Appendices A and B n = 50,883. Sample sizes for selected 
demographic subgroups for fiscal year 1995 are shown in the sample size column of Table H-1. For 
subgroups not shown in Table H-1, the sample size can be approximated by multiplying the total 
sample size (50,883) by the ratio of the subgroup population size to the total population size (N). For 
fiscal year 1996, N = 10.552 million. Hence the approximate sample size for elderly households in 
fiscal year 1996 would be calculated as (1.710 / 10.552) x (50,883) = 8,246. In this case the 
approximation can be compared to the true elderly sample size of 8,487, as shown in Table H-1. 


2¢tandard errors have been estimated using the replicate sample method described in Leslie 
Kish, Survey Sampling, 1965, pp. 127-128. Under the replicate sample method, the sample is divided 


into random subsamples, and the variance of the mean of any given variable in the full sample is based 
(continued...) 
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The following discussion presents standard errors of selected estimates that were computed using the 
replicate sample method. It then presents a simple method for approximating standard errors of 
estimates for which individual standard errors have not been computed. 


Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers of Households 


The standard errors of selected estimates of food stamp households in fiscal year 1996 are shown in 
Table H-1. These standard errors can be used to compute confidence intervals for the estimated 
number of households with a particular characteristic.’ For example, the estimated number of food 
stamp households that receive the minimum benefit is 478.000 (Table A-13), and the corresponding 
standard error is 11,500 (Table H-1). Therefore, the 95 percent confidence interval extends from 
455,000 to 501,000." 


For standard errors not shown in Table H-1, the approximate standard error, S,, of an estimated 
number of households for fiscal year 1996 can be calculated using equation (3): 


(3) S; =Syxd 


where s,, is the naive standard error from equation (2) above, and d is the design effect for the 
population subgroup and characteristic of interest, from Table H-2. The design effect reflects the loss 
of precision due to the different sampling rates in different strata of the IQCS sample. It is the ratio 
of the standard error computed by the replication method (Table H-1) to the naive standard error. 
When the population subgroup (for example, households with elderly) is listed in Table H-2, but the 
characteristic of interest (for example, zero net income) is not, use the average design effect for the 
subgroup, from the rightmost column of Table H-2. When neither the subgroup nor the characteristic 
is listed, use the average design effect for all FSP households, 1.48. 


For example, to estimate the standard error of the number of households containing an elderly person 
with zero net income, the first step is to obtain the size of the estimate. As shown in appendix Table 
A-20, 177 thousand elderly households have zero net income. The next step is to calculate the naive 


(...continued) 
on the variance of the means for that variable across the subsamples. In implementing this approach, 
the samples used in the estimation work were divided into 40 replicate subsamples. 


3 confidence interval is a range of values that will contain the true value of an estimated 
characteristic with a known probability. For instance, a 95 percent confidence interval extends 
approximately two standard errors above and below the estimated value for a characteristic, and 95 
percent of all confidence intervals will contain the true value. 


‘Calculated as: (478 - (2 x 11.5)) = 455 and (478 + (2 x 11.5)) = 501. 
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standard error. Using equation (2), the value is 5.650.° Multiplying 5.650 times the design effect (d) 
of 2.02 (Table H-2) yields an estimated standard error of 11.400 (compared with the replicate sample 
method standard error from Table H-1. 11.400). 


Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages 


Comparing equations (1) and (2), it is apparent that the standard error of an estimated percentage of 
households, s,, is equal to the standard error of the corresponding count of households, s,. divided by 
the number of households in the population that forms the base of the percentage. That is: 


(4) Sam Su IN 


For example, appendix Table A-20 shows that, of the 6.3 million households with children, 316,000 
(5.0 percent) have no gross income. The standard error (s,,) of the number of households with children 
with no gross income is 11,200 (Table H-1). To calculate s,, the standard error of the corresponding 
percentage estimate, simply divide s, by the number of households in the population that forms the 
base of the percentage--in this case, 6.3 million households with children. The resulting standard error 
of the percentage estimate is 0.2 percentage points, and the corresponding 95 percent confidence 
interval extends from 4.6 to 5.4 percent, around the point estimate of 5.0 percent. 


Equation (4) can also be applied to standard errors that are not shown in Table H-1. First, calculate 
the adjusted naive standard error of the number of households using equation (3). Then divide the 
resulting standard error by the size of the population that forms the base of the percentage. Returning 
to an earlier example--of the 1.7 million elderly households, 177,000 (10.4 percent) have zero net 
income. Dividing the adjusted naive standard error (calculated above as 11,400) by 1.7 million, yields 
an adjusted naive standard error of the percentage estimate of 0.7 percentage points. 


Standard Errors of Estimated Means 


The standard errors for selected estimated means for fiscal year 1996 are provided in Table H-3. For 
example, the standard error of the mean gross income for all food stamp households in fiscal year 1996 
is $2.51 (Table H-3), and the mean itself is $528 (Table A-21). Therefore, a 95 percent confidence 
interval extends from approximately $523 to $533. 


Generalized approximation methods such as the one used in equation (3) work well for standard errors 
of estimated numbers and percentages, because the standard errors depend only on the sample size, 
the estimated proportion, and the design effects. Generalized methods are less appropriate for standard 


°Calculated as: 
1,710 x ((77/1,710) * (1 ~ (177/1,710)) 7 8,487) = 5.65, 


where 1,710 is the estimated population of elderly households in thousands, 177 is the estimated 
population of elderly households with zero net income in thousands, and 8,487 is the sample size of 


elderly households (Table H-1). 
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errors of means because the standard error depends on the variance as well as the sample size and 
design effects. Nevertheless, a rough approximation of the magnitude of standard errors of means not 
included in Table H-3 can be obtained from Table H-4. Table H-4 shows for each variable in Table 
H-3 the average, minimum, and maximum value of that variable’s standard error as a percentage of 
the variable’s mean value. These three values are shown for all food stamp households and for 
selected subgroups. The standard errors in Table H-4 include design effects. 


106 


Ie€1°Z 





6Lt'2 
7L?'P 
8ES'b 
087'9 
1p8°8 
OIL'I 
7S$'0I 


(spuesnoy | 
uonendog 
payewnsy 





‘ajdwies jouoD Ayyend dwejsg poo. 966] 1894 [BdSI-{ :991N0S 


‘ajqeorjdde jou = WN 


“‘poyjow uoNedijdos ay) BuIsn payeuljse 319M SJOII9 psepuejs, 


96€°11 





986° 





819'07 





p9L' IZ 





$97 0E 





96€'7P 





L8b'8 





£88°0S 












azI$ 
ajduies 





paqesiq | uaapiiy 


ady jooyos 


uaIpYD 


Lapig awWOdU] 


powieq 


sijouag 
wnt, 


awWOoduU] 


WN 
019Z 


aWOdU] 
SSOID 
0197 














“WW AA Spjoyssnoy 


“* payqesid Wa 
"s+ ssuimseq WAY 
* USIPYD ino 
* ady Jooyss yA 
“"* UsIPPLYD WIAA 


"* Apapry nou A 


“AAPA WAN 
sployasnoy] dS IV 





2966] 1824 [Bost ‘(Spuesnoyy) spjoyasnoyYy duiejg poo jo ssquINN] payeulljsy JO S101Ig prepuejs *[-H 2481 





107 





‘gjduies josUOD Ayypend dwerg poo. 966] IBAA [Ost] :9dINOg 
‘ajqearjdde jou = YN 
“MOJ SY) Ul [99 YORI JOJ S}OIJJa UTIsap ay) JO adesJaAe DaWYyIE ajduuis & SI MOI YORI JOJ 199jJo 


Udisap adesaae ayy *3]Qe) ay) JO [J99 dyIads ay) 404 JO4Ia PaepuR)s aAleU ay) OF Poyyas UONedI|das ay) Aq Parndusod JO449 Prepuels ay) JO O1VBs BY) St 99JJo udIsap aul, 


== parqesid GM 




































Or sores sure UA 
91 se UaspPLYD Moy A 
Os'| ** U2JPHIYD [OOYIg YAK 
Lbl mess UPI WA 
Is'] yess Ayapyq mow 
0S'| sees Apap WA 
8b’ spjoyasnoy] dS IV 
Dayq pajqesiq usIpyiyD uaIpyiYyD 14oplq dUWODU] syyaueg UIODUT dWODUT Jaquinyy 

ay Le ady jooyos eae pouseq WNUWIUIPA JON 0197 SSOID 0197, payewijsy jo aseg 


IAA Spjoyasnoy] 


9661 182A [BISL] ‘Sployasnop] Auiejyg poo Jo sadejzuadjeg 10 SIIQUINN] payeUtysy JO $1011 PALPULIS 10J (P) $}99JJq USISAG *7-H 2148.1 


108 


uononpaq 
Jayjays 


ysOD aed 
juapuadag 


pollag 
uonRdyIag 


921$ 
ployasnoy 


“UNIAN SPIOYASNOF] 


‘ajduies josuod Arjen?) dwergs poo 966] 189A [edSI-y :aduN0S 


“QJBUINSA Jjqel]as B 9YLUW 0} [JEWS OO} SI YOIYM ‘OE UY) SSo] SI azIs ajdwes, 


sadsnosay 
IRIOL 





"yUNOWE OJBZUOU B YIM SPjoyssnoy 40.4, 


“‘poyjaws uoedijdas ay) Buisn payewWjsd 249M $JOIIA psepueys, 


"7" payqesid WAN 
soo) sdurueg YA 
** UdIP[IYD MOY AA 
U2IPILYD JOOYIS YA 
7° USIPTYD YAN 
"+ Apap wou AA 
sos AAPA WIA 
sployasnoy dS IV 


suononpag | sijaueag | auoouy | swosuy ues 
IV 12N SsOID payewinsy jo aseg 


19661 189A [BdSI] ‘Suva PayeUNNsg JO S101 prepueys “¢-H AGEL 


109 


Table H-4. Range of Standard Errors of Mean Amounts Expressed as a Percentage of the 
Mean Amount, Fiscal Year 1996” 














Standard Error as 
Percent of Mean Amount 


Number of Households 
in Base of Mean 
(Thousands) 









Highest® 





103552)(All ESP Households) meee Day 
1,710 (Households With Elderly) .... 7.4 
6.280 (Households With Children) ... 3.0 
2,379 (Households With Earnings) .. . 3y9/ 


2,131 (Households With Disabled) ... 


4Standard errors from table J-3 and mean amounts from applicable text tables. 


>Average standard error across all 12 variables in table J-3 expressed as a percent of the mean amount. 


‘Lowest of the standard errors across all 12 variables in table J-3 expressed as a percent of the mean 
amount. 


Highest of the standard errors across all 12 variables in table J-3 expressed as a percent of the mean 
amount. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1996 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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